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JAUNDICE. 


Tue following case of jaundice from cirrhosis is introduced, 
from its exemplifying an important point of treatment:— 

Case’ 5.—Jaundice; cirrhosis of the liver.—A lad aged 
eighteen, of dark complexion, was brought into the Dread- 
nought in September, 1856, presenting the following history 
and symptoms:—He had been for one or two voyages to the 
East and West Indies, and had had repeated hepatie attacks. 
He complained of uneasiness and tenderness on pressure in the 
right hypochondriac region. There was diminished dullness on 
pereussion over the site of the liver, and evident retraction of 
this -viseus; dusky yellow hue of skin and conjunctive; urine 
of deep porter-like colour, and loaded with bile; alvine evacua- 
tions sometimes and generally darker than natural; at other 


hei di 
tion. No doubt the high temperature of regions may 
** fire-water,” as 


the ht on Aug. 15th, 1858. Twenty-five 
he had typhus Sover, ub gets 

is passage from Cronstadt, he was attacked 


22nd.—Itching in skin stool ; 
tenderness over gall-bladder(?) His pulse is feeble, and he- 
feels much depression; his feet and lips are cold. Ordered, 


lowing three times a day :—Sesq te of am- 
monia, five grains ; com irit of ether, half a drachm; 
to an ounce and a half water. ‘ 


dered, calomel, one grain; opium, 
On the 31st, the motions were 


F 


if 


ae 


con’ 
his urine deep-colou: and the jaundice of as dark a hueas» 
ever. On the 16k, ballot bs owe for hit 


result of his experience, that jaundice is by no means 2 con- 
The cane in whith there wax probebly'distegs- 
nization of the secreting structure:— 
j ing back to the shoulder. He was cu , dosed, and 
relieved ia dae: bet contincee thd 
‘ anu had no appetite. Three weeks before admission his skin 
became yellow, urine deep-coloured, and stools white. Fifteen 
or sixteen years he drank heavily of rum, and continued 
to do ab Sir 1906 ar six but cines then 
been very temperate. Diarrhoea came on the day before ad- 
Co mission—he thinks from eating an apple. His stools were now 
of dark-brown colour, soft, and offensive. He had deep jaun- 
dice and irritation of the skin; the urine contained some bile. 
There was some tenderness on firm pressure under the ribs, 
but no increase of dullness on percussion. He was weak, ema: 
grains; com ipecacuanha powder, five grains; nigh iN 
of scoparium, an ounce and a half; three times a day. Beef-- 
tea, with wine. 
| Aug. 20th.—One dark, bilious stool ; urine less charged with - 
| bile; is very drowsy, and has pain in his head. Ordered, one. 
| drachm of the sul hate of magnesia to each dose of the mixture. 
| 
times paler; bowels either confined or very relaxed ; ascites to . 
moderate extent, with gorged superficial abdominal veins; no 
appetite’ variable with | the nitro-moriatic bath night and ing 
i i ith nitro-muriatic nitro-mu ic and mornin 
acid, and compound decoction of scopariam. For the first 25th. For the last two days there has been more bile in the: 
| his Steet stools; but as the bowels were rather confined, one drachm of’ 
mouth after his admission, he improved somewhat as regards | —o.noand jalap powder was ordered to be taken directly. 
seoretions, extent of ascites, &c., but towards the commence-/ 97th Motions again less charged with bile; conjunctive 
ment of November, the ascites increased, and the colour 
of the urine and skin became deeper than ever. About Nov. 
were discontinued, and he was ordered, iodide of potassam, 
five grains; extract of taraxacum, half a drachm; infusion of’ 
region. This, instead of relieving him, produced strangury,. ne: He continued 
and great distress. There ensued general tenderness over the this time up to September 9th, the motions varying in’ 
abdomen, tympanitis, obstinate constipation, and almost com- hy 8 and character. On the 9th, he complained of pain- 
plete suppression of urine. After a few hours he became deli- | in t yo rtd 
presen’ recent in’ i its cavi 
model specimen of cirrhosis; much retracted, and weighing 
surface irregularly nodulated ; incision resisting fibroid; | somewhat in point of health and strength, but his motions: 
cut of uniform yellow colour 
above case, peroussion marked a decidedly contracted 
liver; the ascites without anasarca, and the engorgement of 
struction in the portal system of vessels. It may be asked,— 
have:been induced by abuse of alcoholic liquors? My own ob- | and strength, and by the appearance of the inside of awd 
servation of the habits of sailors from the commencement of | was very anemic. The excessively deep and persistent j g 
their career, compels me to ans@er in the affirmative. I have with tha ef bill; tub thote- 
seen a ring of young sailors drinki in, glass by glass, for | casional appearance of this in the motions forbad the supposition : 
that there was permanently obstructed duct. There was more - 
met with at any stage of cirrhosis. The very deep 
merican Indians called it, is the primary exciting cause. | the emaciation and debility, the evidently depraved state 
Suppurative inflammation of the liver is, spoaking from my the blood, and the thivatenings of cerebral complication, seemed: 
Fg! = oye disease, not usually attended by jaundice. | to me to point to some disorganization of the secreting structure 
eight cases of this affection which have come under my | of the liver, consequent either upon congestion or some obstruc- 
tense cf and bat ene ere any bile in the | channel. 
urine. to be related presently, in which there was.a permanently 
the liver was destroyed, but the surviving ealthy structure | obstructed common duct, but in which, although the jaundice 
| scemed adequate to the effective secretion of bile. In one of | had lasted for some months, there was not much loss of flesh 
there coll and power, and no head symptoms occurred. 
ond On what does the cerebral complication, or the threatening 
1 congestion ; and from this latter condition, no of such, depend? Not simply on the of bile in the 
the jaundice resulted. Tfind that Dr. Morehead states, as the | blood, becanse, in the case of persistent jaundice just alluded to,” 
1872, 
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constriction of capillaries, 
it is difficult to say. Cases of jaundice 


ii } 
not, however, always disappear rapidly. It may, indeed, 
come persistent ; secondary ee ma: i 
secreting structure of the liver, a fatal 

ultimate consequence. 

_ Jaundice from obstruction to the flow of the bile into the 


t. 
Case 8.— Jaundice from obstruction of duct.—Chas. H——, 
‘ae was admitted into the Dread on eo 
en in 
Mediterranean, for two months, but well, and remained so 
coast i 


urine was wi 

hemorrhoids. Ordered compound jalap powder, one drachm, 
every other morning, the nitro-muriatic acid bath at night, and 
the following three times a day :—Dilute nitric acid, ten 


devoction of 

a day. 

i copious in twenty- 

mercury, as his mouth is sore. 


times ciple of elimination ry other channels, In j 


Iodine and 


ERE 


it 


by 

this fluid contains materials, the separation of which from the 
blood is essential to health. And analyzing the cases a little 
more closely, we find that the evil day of cerebral im 

more ly impends where the actual secretion is arrested 
than in those in which the fluid has been separated from the 
blood, but has been prevented by obstruction in the ducts from 
passing off in its usual course. 
rhages, &c., which ensue when the secretion aie tap San 
in 


i 
i 


constipation 
ciency or absence of bile, and the diarrhea consequent w 
its excess, prove that the purpose of part of its ingredients is 


evacuations devoid of bile points conclusively to its antiseptic 


In conclusion, I have one or two observations to make in re- 
ference to the treatment of jaundice. There is one principle 


In jaundice from acute ion of the liver, leeches, 
ping (either with or without the scarificator), fomentations, 


over the region of the liver, and saline purgatives to unload the 
are the curative measures most li 


i character, mercury 
action, and followed by iodide of seer would 
by the cases cited to be indicated. cases of closure of 


1 there were no cerebral symptoms, Probably the true explana- | __ This man continued in the hospital until the end of March. 
tion guing..on, ie liver, and absorption of the poisonous -emetic ointment, nitro-muriatic acid elec- 
products into the blood. tricity, &c., were successively tried, but without any good 
on the contention of the of effect. 
iq secretion, and consequent jaundice, from mental exhaustion sistent jaundice, and utter and constant absence of bile 
7 moral emotions. Protracted effort and anxiety of mind; the | the alvine evacuations, indicated closure of the duct ; but whe- 
, various passions, rage, grief, jealousy; the ‘green and yellow | ther from the products of adhesive inflammation effused around 
i melancholy ;” disappointment in love or in commercial specula- | it, or from inflammation and obliteration excited by ® gall: 
Se stone, it was difficult to determine. The paro pain at 
e pression. The di of the functions of the liver, under | the onset of the attack would seem to point to the latter cause. 
such influences, accounts for the prominence assigned to this Wen 
j to the moral emotions. How these causes act in suppression of | narrated in the last case, plus the phenomena of the specific 
hepatic secretion, whether by diversion of nervous influence, or | affection. 
MH I have thus cited illustrations of jaundice from different 
a such causes are, of course, familiar . Amon but allude w 
; those that have lately come within my own experience, one | action is eve 
has been from disappointment in love, another the result of | still undecid 
over-work and anxiety; a third occurred in a gentleman who | but the phen 
had had a serious quarrel with afriend. In answer to inquiries | have given 
about an individual's antecedents, a little time back, for the — of 
purposes of life assurance, it was stated that ‘‘he got jaundiced and th 
once after a bad debt.” I che the Slowing ty wey of some cases, 
. Cc : Jaundice from ion of bile. — A medical 
if ‘ASE 7, — 
} practitioner, between thirty and forty years of age, who had 
x recently entered upon the charge of a large practice, and had 
4 had much fatigue and anxiety in connexion with midwifery 
} cases, found that his skin was getting yellow, and his urine 
deep-coloured, and consulted me on May llth, 1858. When I 
} saw him, he was distinctly jaundiced; his skin was unper- 
| morning I found urine rather deep-coloured, 
q and the motions almost white. He had no pain or tenderness 
over the region of the liver. I prescribed a vapour bath, a | bl be of 
oP mixture of sulphate of magnesia, taraxacum, and sweet spirits | bile, for any lengthened period, from the intestine, and that is 
of nitre, emaciation, or, at any rate, non-renewal of adipose tissue. It con- 
On the Wednesday the secretions were much the same, but the views of that Silo kind of 
there was a faint yellow tinge in the motions, To continue suntesial, which the and 
mt the mixture, and, as the bowels had not acted freely, to take | of the fatty portions of the chyme. Recent experiments would 
© of seem to show that the pancreatic juice is adequate to the solu- 
powder the following morning. This produced one or two 
of bile. uences which ensue where the bile is absent, leads to the 
Ho: The absence of pain, tenderness, and constitutional disturb- 
stimulate pers c action bowels, and promo’ 
intestine occurs occasionally during the protrac passage of 
gall-stones, and disappears with the cause. The following case 
i weil illustrates the diagnostic symptoms of obstruction when re steadily in mind in all cases, whatever their cause, 
a and that is to promote in every way the functions of those 
ley which ination of bile is effected. 
: To carry out this principle, we must avail ourselves of warm 
: and vapour baths, saline purgatives, and the various kinds of 
diuretics, In Case 5, I exemplified the fatal results which fol- 
ered from headache, which was follywed in a week by | action of a blister. sac Se from 
f jaundice, with severe pain in the right side and at the pit of | the case in question, I would advise, under similar circum- 
i the stomach, which was worse in paroxysms ; his stools were | stances, that recourse should be had to some other form of 
then almost white, and his urine deep in colour. He formerl 
ia Seamer have, was sink at times, and unable to take solid monia, mustard plaster, &c. strong blistering fluid, which 
i food. In November last he took mercury to ptyalism, but with- produces vesication quickly, wopld be less likely to be absorbed 
a out relief to his symptoms, On admission, his general condition | into the blood. 
i and power were pretty good ; but he was pred. jaundiced, his cup- 
ollowed by relief. en the congestion ue 
iq to spirit-drinking, and such as may go on to inflammation of 
‘ Feb. 17th.—No improvement. Ordered iodide of mercury, ppear 
, one grain, night and morffing, and the following :—Iodide of | duct, 
q ussium. five grains: acetate of potass. one drachm ; carry out the prin- 
cholagogue doses of sal 
q charged | treatment consists in e doses of mercury, saline 
, iodide of | removal of the exciting or sustaining cause. When bile once 
appears in due quantity in the alvine evacuations, we must not 


eee 
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go on pushing our our remedies simply because the skin continues 
jaundiced ; for, as Dr. Budd, who lays great stress upon this 
elapse before the 


by 
seen, may frequently be met successfully. 


The following case is interesting as showing the association 

of jaundice the poison of syphilis :— 
Case 9.—T. M——, twenty-two, was admitted into the 
Feb. i 1959, from a vessel from Shields. He 


skin and conjunctive were of a bright-yellow colour ; urine of a 
‘Like colour; stools slate- 


ride of mercury, one 
compound decoction of scoparium, cio i day. 


evacuations. 
On March 4th, 
ung, and was ordered the alkalin 


was now ani the becoming 


well coloured with bile ; 

skim clearing, but rather unperspiring. To repeat the aperient 

to«morrow morning, and have a warm bath at ni 

18th. —Jaundice almost gone; ulcer on tonsil but healed, 

and. popeler eruption ta be detected. As he was 


in a mixture of nitric acid and. 
Discharged, cured, in the of April 


I do not pretend to associate the syphilis and jaundice in the 
above case in the way of cause and effect. I, however, con- 
sider the case important as exhibiting the development of the 
latter affection while the patient’s blood was charged with the 
poison of the former, in the absence of the usual exciting causes 
of jaundice; and as, moreover, showing the decline and dis- 
appearance of both affections under the remedy which is sup- 
pated to exert influence inthe removal of the 


INTESTINAL FEVER ESSENTIALLY 
CONTAGIOUS. 
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= té contagicuse de laffection 


INTESTINAL FEVER, COMMONLY CALLED TYPHOID FEVER: 

MODE OF PROPAGATION. 

(Continued from p. 30.) 
of the facts that have now been related. Occurring, for the 
mest part, under the eye of a single observer, and open to no 
ambiguity from any quarter, they fulfil every condition that 
can be required of evidence in such a case; and, in spite of all 
that has been asserted, and is still maintained, to the contrary, 
im high places, prove beyond question that this fever is an 
essentially contagious fever. If need were, it would be easy 
to shew, by the severe logic of mathematical deduction, that 
to attempt to explain them on any other principle would not 
only be.absurd, bat outrageously so. But it would be a waste 


of time an power to demonstrate by elaborate methods what 
the common reason 8 at once. 

The facts tell their own tale, and tell it in language so plain, 
that it cannot be misinterpreted. 

any sense exseption, Instances of such wholesale infection 
as some of those adduced are, no doubt, 2 eer 
abits 
life. Insta ion of the 
disease by personal intercourse abound. So true is thiv. that L 
could easily multiply to an indefinite extent, from my own ex- 


thy districts, and there di by persons who 

contracted it in distant Pooe Indeed, I can safely affirm, 
that while I continued in coun , & period that in- 
cluded nearly seven years, it thew 
months to pass away withont cases of this fever coming 
before me, under conditions that contained the most decisive 

of commanication by contagion. 

Now I need scarcely add, that of the various properties that 
can be shown to belong to any given malady, this one, of all 
others, is incomparably the most important. In the first place, 
it is clear that, m a far higher sense than can attach toany 

i a specific nature. In order to appreciate 
its full significance in this respect, we must not forget that, like 
the other contagious fevers, this, in particular, not only propa- 
gates itself, but, if common observation can be trusted in such 
a matter, tes no other kind. In the numberless cases 
have seen this fever palpably spreading by con- 
the offspring has always borne the same specific marks 
which distingwiahed the parent; and one case followed 
another with the same constancy of specific type with =a 
or measles succeed to measles. 
is well known, in fact, 
continued fever is not only common, but rife, and in which this 

icular kivd is the only kind that occurs. But to propagate 
uself and no other, and that in a series of indefinite progression, 
constitutes the essence of the relation on which the very idesef 
species is founded. How much this implies in the animal and 
in the plant we all know. It is strange that what it implies in 
tie case of disease should be so seldom ised, 

* That,” saith Hooker, “‘ which doth assign to each thing the 
kind ; that which determineth the force and power; that which 
doth t the form and measure of working, the same, we 
term a Law.” If these be the true titles to the designxtion of 


law, the law of propagation by contagion, as.exem in the 
great group of fevers, not —— t possesses 
them in an intense degree. is becomes more and more clear 


In the case before us there can be no ambiguity as to what 
the fact really implies. 

The existence here, as in the other contagious fevers, of a 
latent period after the occurrence of infection ; the ex 
conferred by one attack against any feture attack ; and, | 
the immunity of large numbers of persons, who, though 
exposed to the fever poison, yet remain proof against it,—are 
characteristics of which the significance cannot be doubtful. 


familiar, and of 


several well-marked 

illustrations have already been ieidentally recorded in this 
r. To these I shall content myself with adding the three 
wing 

(a) a 1854, intestinal fever broke out in a 
school for young ladies at Taunton, and spread so much that 
it beeame necessary for the time to “‘ break up.” Amongst 
those who were sent to their homes was a young lady named 
O——, whose family lived at a farm ift the country a few miles 
from Bridgwater, in an isolated spot. For more than a week 
=e her return home, this young lady appeared to be in her 
usual health. On the tenth day after her arrival she was seized 
suddenly with intestinal vem, which laid her up for several 
weeks, and very nearly proved fatal to her. There was no 
other case of fever at the time in the neighbourhood of her 


aT 
skin can regain its normal colour. 
nad been 1! for eleven days with cough, &c., and became jaur ! 
diced a week back. Says that he had not been drinking befor , 
he left Shields, nor since, and that he came direct from th . 
ship to the hospital. Four months ago he had chanere, fe . 
which mercury was given, but his mouth was not made sor¢ 
He had now an elliptical alcer, with raised edges, on the righ 
cient in bile. Looking at the specific constitutional disorde 
rather than at the jaundice, he was ordered solution of bichk 
je same 
when he was admitted, I decided un bringing bum more quicki . 
under the influence of mercury, and ordered three grains « ) 
calomel night and morning, in addition to the previous med 
cine. The gums were not distinctly affected until March 2n 
The Is const 
pa brought awa 
ee All three are characteristics of a very special order, and spring 
in nt to all, ing more n i 2 i 
on the fret and second, I am 
—— to the charge of illustrating what is 
| admitted. at i ransgress in doing so, | will, at any rate, 
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At the end of the third week she began to droop, in the 
middle of the fourth she was ht home with all the cha- 
racteristic marks of the fever 

(c) The third and last example is taken from the outbreak of 


26 young men were, to all a , perfectly well when 
they were sent away, and phe meer yoy Byam for more than a 
afterwards. In 


subjects contracted the fever at the school, it is plain that 
i in their bodies at least a 


Of the existence in this, as in all the other contagious fevers, 
of the remarkable immunity which one attack confers against 
any future attack of the same malady, the evidence, althou, 
requiring more pains to collect, is not less conclusive. M. 
Bretonneau, who was the first to draw attention to this re- 
markable and all-im t characteristic, avers that for a 

occurring twice to the same person.* In 
the same point, Chomel+ expresses himself in the f i 
terms, which, ise and decided as they are, acquire addi- 
tional weight the well-known scrupulous accuracy of the 
writer :— 


*« We have already said that typhoid fever, in ordinary cir- | the 


the same individual once. This ap- 


when physicians began to make special 
has been observed, although the number of cases of typhoid 
fever annually studied is so considerable that examples of re- 
currence must have been met with, had the disease been sus- 
ible of occurring more than once in the same subject. 
though in interrogating our patients we have always taken 
care to call their attention to Hag mee they have never an- 
i ieve that they had already 
had the disorder; and, after all, even were some ite facts 
now and then found in a disease of such great uency, a 
few exceptions would have nothing extraordinary in them, and 
would not destroy the kind of law which has just been enun- 
cjated ; for small-pox, scarlet fever, and measles, which ordi- 
especially in great epidemics of these disorders. It would not, 
now and then met with in the case of typhoid fever.” 
Louis, who on all points relating to the natural history of 
this fever is the greatest of authorities, living or dead—whose 
monograph on it is unique in medicine as a model of elaborate 
research—and whose conscientious accuracy is only paralleled 
by his slowness of belief, declares himself to the same effect in 
language which is the more striking from the contrast it pre- 
other subjects. ¢ 
Amongst many illustrations of the fact which he cites from 
Gendron de l’Eure, jially remarkable is the case of the 
town of Caumont, which was swept twice 4am epidemic of 
this fever, with an interval of eight years ween, and in 
which all the persons who were attacked with the fever in the 
first visitation were spared in the second. § 
I may add that my own experience is in entire accordance 
with that of these distinguished writers. For seven years, I 
made careful inquiries as to the point in question in every case 
of this fever that fell under my charge; and during the whole 


* See Archives Générales de Médecine, let series, vol. xxi. p. 62. 


+ Legons de Clinique Médicale, p, 333. 
Gen our le, Waladie cous les nome de Fisvre 
ide, &c. Vol. ii., pp. 371, 516. 1st Edition. 

F See Archives Générales de la Médecine. Ist Series. Vol. xx., p. 372. 


of that period, al - h my ia 
epidemics, in ition toa av fever patients, 
j in 


once had the fever, remained perf 
and intense exposure to its specific 


tinal fever does not invalidate the 


both partici 


They 
affinities, as well as the trae pathology, of the disease to which 
they belong. For had we no other li i 


their own reproduction in the living body, may, I . be 
inferred with great certainty from the relations on which we 
have just been dwelling. t the fact stands on even still 
surer ground. Demonstrable in all as a matter of inference, 
it has actually been demonstrated in one of the number as the 


result of experiment, 
v (To be continued.) 


CASES OF PARALYSIS AS A SEQUELA OF 
DIPHTHERIA. 


By PETER EADE, M.D., 


PHYSICIAN TO THE NORFOLK AND NORWICH HOSPITAL, TO THE 
NORWICH DISPENSARY, ETC. 


Ir is well known to all who have had to deal with cases of 
diphtheria, that severe as is often the affection of the throat 
and wiridpipe, and dangerour and difficult to treat as this may 
be, yet that this local affection is by no means the whole of 
the malady, and that the constitutional symptoms form a very 
large and important part of the morbid manifestations which it 
is necessary to combat, Moreover, these constitutional pheno- 
mena have this peculiarity, that not only do they manifest 
their presence at the outset of the disease,—often, indeed, with 
such severity as to destroy hife before the local and special epi- 
phenomena have had time to develop the: xselves,—but they 
also tend to show themselves at a very advanced period, when 
the !ocal disorder has passed away, and when, in many re- 
spects, the patient might otherwise be considered to have 
recovered from his malady, and to have reached that period 
when serious results were no longer to be dreaded. 

The influence which the «liphtheric poi 
constitutional powers appears essentially to be of a 
character, both in the earlier and later stages of the disease, 
and its effects bear a strong anal to those of some diseases 
which all allow fib. y the introduction into the 


4 | 
4 family in Park-street, Bristol, in which two children had been | 
; affected one after another with intestinal fever. At my sug- | 
iy —- was sent into country to a neighbourhood where | believe that the disease ever ore. ‘Lo 
7 no fever was, Here she remained for three weeks in entire | three I added a fourth in » ie person shortly after. 
\4 ration from her friends, and with little or nothing amiss. During the same period, I was constantly meeting with 
rq persons who, havin 
| well ison, 
i | while all around them were falling victims to it. such 
if persons, I have many still vividly in my mind who, by the 
{ intestinal fever which occurred at the military school of La | very accident of having acquired in this way an exemptior 
4 Fiéche, in 1826. In this example, the peculiarity of the circum- which nano to perform, for 
rirely met with in medical evidence. fever first broke out | and dangerous office of nurse to the other members of an in- 
iW au the school in the month of July, and did cot cease until 109 | fected household, and who, nevertheless, came ovt harmless. 
' students had been attacked by it. Amongst those who suffered | _In reference to the four who were net so fortunate, it is only 
were 26 who had been sent to their own homes in distant parts | necessary to remark, that in no one of the contagious fevers is. 
of France, in the vain hope that they might thus escape the | the pay power of a first attack absolute. In the space 
‘ disease which was spreading amongst their comrades. These | of same seven years, indeed, in which these cases came 
twice to the same person, And yet that, as a rule, -pox 
occurs only once in life, is a fact established on a larger basis 
and before the week had ended they were all laid up with in- | than any other fact in medicine. The occurrence of exceptions 
consi 26 | in the case of small-pox is, therefore, the best possisle proof 
r | that the occurrence of similar exceptions in the case of intes- 
a remarkable law in which 
week or ten days. | pate. a : 
8 ve to recur to all these points in another place. 
have already said that their real significance cannot be doubt- 
hr _ by them, we should see _ enough that in the 
; | specific cause of this fever we have to deal with one of that 
‘ | remarkable group of poisons which, in order to produce their 
| specific effects, require in the human body not only a subj 
¥ | for their action, but conditions for their growth and devdop 
i ment, This is a conclusion of immeasurable importance to 
: inquiry in which we are engaged. That the operation of all 
b oisons belonging to this group is entirely dependent on 
ii cumstances, only affects 
ay rs from all the facts hitherto recorded. [rom the time 
| 
. 
ij 
i tT. | fevers, and especially some of the more malignant forms cf 
| erysipelas; but in none of these—except, perhaps, in some 
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upon it is sufficiently 

a later period an interruption to the exer- 

tions, as shown by a more or less com- 

suspension of its motor or sensory, or special cerebral 
The special! action of the diphtheric poison upon the nervous 
, even from the very first, appears to me to be shown in 
rapidity with which its life-destroying agency is manifested 
I have myself witnessed, in the case 


thy child, of termina existence in 


membrane), but apparently from 
depression which has see 


nearer 
in other cases 


hich hav 


the 
a 
) 


others 


y 
by the presence of disease of the kidney, or by chlorosis, or 
it occurs in convalescence from other exhausting or depressing 
maladies, the result of animal poisons; and therefore it follows 
that ey inn required to explain these effects beyond the 
ordinary impediments to the blood-making powers which such 
disorders create, which something is theoretically explained 


by supposing the specific poison to be of such a nature as to 
‘have @ peculiar and special as well as destructive affinity for 


profession has already been called to the 

paralysis, either local or more or less general, as 

3 uela to diphtheria, during its present outbreak 
in this country, by Drs. Gull, Kingsford, Sanderson, Mr. Dixon, 
and others; but as everything relating to, or illustrative of, the 
nature of this scourge is at the t moment of the greatest 
interest and importance, [ make no apology for laying before 
the readers of Tux Lancer a brief report of the annexed four 
-cases, in which a more or less complete state of general paralysis 
was present, and in all of whi nd 

convalescence, or even after apparent recovery. 

Case 1.—James G—-, seventeen, husbandman, ad- 
mitted a patient of the Norfolk and Norwich Hospital, under 
my care, November 27th, 1858. He states that about ten 
weeks ago, and shortly after being di from the county 
prison, he was attacked with diphtheric sore-throat, which was 
then prevailing in the district in which he lived. On recover- 

from this, at the end of about a month (being 
ering from some he 


ounce. 
Dec, 10th.—Feelr slight] 
elr slightly stronger 
with the hands, but the num 


a 
i grain; disulphate of quini in; and 
cient quantity of extract of gentian. 
14th. —Rapidly improving; can walk much better and 
appetite very good; urine pale, specific gravity 10 
27 steadily i i looks feels 


29th.—Complains only of a very sli 
right foot; in other respects he is q well. Discharged 


told was diphtheria ; that he recovered from this in about three 
weeks, and returned to his work, but that after a fortnight he 
wan elieed to give it up again by reason of weakness of his 
limbs. His legs (he says) were first affected, becoming gra- 
dually numb, and incompetent to any exertion without gat 
and rapidly supervening fatigue. At this time he had a li 
in at the back of the neck, but in no other About a 
ertuight afterwards the legs and hands also 
and weak, so that soon he could hardly feel an 
and was unable to hold even a cup without usin 
Now also the face (cheeks and nose) began to feel numb. 
sides this he has felt very weak, but has always had a good 
appetite, and has not suffered from dyspepsia, lowness of 
spirits, want of sleep, or irregularity of bowels or bladder. Has 
never been laid up with rheumatism or other severe illness. 
He adds that three of his brothers and sisters suffered from 
sore-throat before he was attacked, and that one, a brother, 
twenty-three, suffered afterwards for about a week from 
ht numbness of both a, tmp hands, but that he soon re- 
The patient has under medical treatment, but 


equal on the two sides. He straddles in his walk, moves 
slowly, and is evidently unable to guide his legs 4 
fiex actions are lively when the soles are pricked with a 
sharp pen, but can scarcely be excited by nse | stimulation of 
the skin with a blunt instrument. The trank appears to be 
unaffected. He says he is quite free from pain. and, but for 
this weakness of the limbs, would feel quite well. Pulse 88, 
soft and weak ; heart’s sounds sharp and clear; a moderately 
i it is audible over the base of the heart; 
tently relaxed, but not sore; appetite good; bowels 
;_ uri sherry -coloured, specific gravity 1025, 
albumen. Ordered full diet with beer. 
grain; water, one ounce: make into a 
times a day. 

better; has more power of ing with 
rather stronger; numbness m the 

i ins for a dose, 


ion i feet is not much greater than on admission. 
Citrate of iron, ten ins; water, one ounce: make into a 
taken 


| 
virulent cases of scarlet fever—do we find the nervous system , clear, ific vity 1009, and free frora albumen or 
showing more than its due share of the depressing influence, | Crovcenpt Seven” tae tare appeared to be quite well ; 
tongue clean, and protruded straight ; appetite 
ry He was free from pain, in the head or else- 
where, and never suffered from fits; denied spermator- 
and to take thrice daily the following draught :—Su of a 
iron, two grains; oighate of zinc, one grain; disulphate of 
z quinine, one grain; dilute sulphuric acid, five minims; water, 
apparently more power 
less than twenty-four hi , from puary ogeal not diminished” 
and exudation, and not from He is still very pale and anemic-looking. Ordered a draught 
‘oth pharynx and windpi | cons’ \.ng of ten grains of citrate of iron to an ounce of water, 4 
covered with an incipient Riise a 
nervous depressio 
| me to be in many respects peculiar, an a 
| to pure asthenia than anything I have witnessed MAMI | 
this dep | 
t thi ing influence of the poigon upon the central 
of the disease is, I think, manifested in the sudden and appa- | stronger; power of grasping With hands much greaver. 
rently causeless sinking and death which have eudady | actions as well as sensibility in legs returning. 
whet to be Jan. 4th.—Going on well; some numbness of both hands 
scence from the aeute attack; and that ‘ts 1s active at a | and feet still remains. 3 
still later period is shown by the occurrence of various forms of 
paralysis at a period of some weeks from date of the first 
Seizure with the disease. cu 
These observations have been induced on of | Case 2.—William N——,, aged seventeen, by —- a 
the following cases (as well as of tely | groom, was admitted by me 2s a patient of the N and 
occurred in my own practice, and w nd, | think, to show, | Norwich Hospital on April 2nd, 1859. He states that at 
that the later nervous phenomena there recorded are not due | Christmas last he was seized with sore-throat, which he was 
. to mere poverty of blood—to spanemia induced by the pre- 
ceding disease—but that they are due rather to the presence in 
the system throughout all its stages of a peculiar morbid poison, | 
| whose special affinity is for the nervous tissues, its action upon | 
which is shown, in the first instance, by the general vital de- 
of the function of particular nerves or systems of nerves. 
We do not find that similar forms of - result from 
nervous tissue. 
| the numbness and muscular weakness have continued to in- 
| crease up to the present time. a - 
| His present condition is as follows:—He is by no means 
| thin ; countenance fresh and cheerful; pupils not dilated ; : 
—— protruded straight. He complains of numbncss of the 
| of toth the lower extremities, and of the arms ss high as 
| the middle of the forearms; there is also, in a less degree, 
numbness of both cheeks and of the nose. The Sue. 
_ ing with the hands is much diminished, the loss of volition 
slighter extent, of the whole trunk. For these symptoms he 
has been under medical treatment, but without benefit, to the 
present time. 
On admission, he was found to be we!l and robustly formed, | 
weak. He complained chiefly of of | 
power of grasping with the was very slight, but 
greater in the right than in the left hand. He waddled in his 
walk, but did not drag either leg. Reflex actions almost | 19th.—Says he has rather more — in the hands, and 
absent; sensibility very slight in both lower limbs, as well as | rather more power over the muscles of both arms and legs, but 
slightly numb; pupils dilated ; weak; a 


‘Tue Laycert,) 
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_ Sulphate of zinc, two grains; sulphate of quinine, one grain ; 


- ‘weakness in one ankle. 


sufficient quantity of extract of gentian. 

May 13th,— been steadily and rapidly improvin, 
the change of medicine. He can walk wel 
numbness, and of nothin: 

There is no 
heard with the heart’s sounds, 
20th.—Discharged, cured, and quite well in all respects. 


Case 3.—Henry G——, twenty-seven, a farm labourer, 
admitted an out-patient of the Norwich Hospital on the 4th of 
June, 1859. States that four months ago, he suffered from 
sore-throat, which he was told was diphtheria, and for which 
he took medicine, and had caustic applied locally. Several 
other his neighbours, were similarly affected at the 
same time. In about ten weeks, and just as he began to con- 
sider himself well and able to to work, he began to feel a 
weakness, with numbness and tingling in his fingers and feet. 
This continued to get worse, gradually extending as high as 


has been stationary, and it is now his only complaint. In 
otner respects he appears to be quite well, has a good com- 


g since 
1, has little or no 
but a slight feeling of 


any murmur to be 


pulse soft 


and weak. He states that he has suffered no privation, and 
knows of no cause for the present symptoms; he has taken no 
medicine since their accession. Ordered, liberal diet, with 
‘porter; and the combination of citrate of iron with zine and 
quinine, as in the former cases. 

July 7th.—Reports himself as nearly well. Has continued 
to take the same medicines, and has been gradually i ving 
ever since his admission. He states that the return wer 


- in the arms and hands has all along been in advance of in 
the lower extremities, 


Case 4.—James R—— sixty-three, husbandman, also 


aged 
9 ge of the hospital, admitted, under my care, June 12th, 


. ment, and remained 


States that he is a married man, of regular and tem- 

te habits, and always enjoyed excellent health until 
January last, when he was laid up for a month with influenza, 
From this he speedily recovered, resumed his usual employ- 
uite well until about two months ago, 


_ when he caught what he considered to be a bad cold. He now 


a little medicine, but was not compelled to discontinue 
work, and in about a fortnight got quite well again. He was 
then seized with numbness in his hands and feet, preceded for 
two or three days, but not accompanied by, vague pains in the 
back and elsewhere (which he attributed to extreme constipa- 
tion of the bowels). Since that time, the numbness has in- 
creased in both arms and and there has also been con- 
siderable and increasing loss of power in all the limbs. He has 
been under medical treatment, has been bled and galvanized, 
and has taken mercury, without any impression having been 
made upon his disease. Knows of no special cause for the 
attack; has not suffered from gout or rheumatism, nor been 
exposed to the action of lead; has neither been over-worked 
nor starved. 

Present state. ins of loss of feeling and strength in 
the forearms and hands, and in the feet and legs as high as the 
middle of the calf; at times he has slight snatching of both 
arms and legs; the reflex actions are nearly absent; gait stiff 
and trembling ; has but little power of grasping with either hand; 
slight numbness around the mouth; is drowsy; taste slightly 
diminished ; tongue protruded sligatly to right side; intellect 
unaffected; has no pain of head 


or elsewhere; heart’s sounds 


weak, but free from murmur; left radial pulse stronger than | the rela 


right pulse 60, soft and full; bowels extremely costive, and 
upon with difficulty; sphincters unaffected; appetite 
good; sleeps well ; has a good colour in his face, and looks well 
nourished; urine free from albumen, and otherwise normal. 
Ord a draught, consisting of one drachm of solution of 
bichloride of mercury, and one ounce of infusion of cinchona, 
‘three times a day, Also, two pills, composed of eight grains 
of compound extract of colocynth, and a quarter of a drop of 
croton oil, every night. 

June 18th.—-Much the same. To have full diet. 

28th.—There is very little alteration since his admission, 
The numbness and weakness of the limbs, and the absence of 

actions, remain as on admission; pulse still very weak ; 

bowels obstinate. Ordered, a draught, consisting of disulphate 
of quinine, one grain; sulphate of zinc, one grain; sulphate of 
magnesia, half a drachm; dilute sulpburic acid, ten minims; 
‘water, one ounce,—to be taken three times a day. 

July 2nd.— Decidedly better; pulse firmer, 72; is no 
drowsy has regained a little muscular power in the 
power of grasping with 


, and 
‘6th. — Walks better, and 


the hands; numbness of face gone, and diminished in left hand 
and arm; bowels still very obstinate ; pnise has again fallen to 
60, and is vety weak. To have a pint of porter daily. 

13th.—Much better; pulse fuller and stronger; aumbness 
and weakness fast disappearing. 

23rd.—Numbness, &c., all gone, except from tips of fingers 
and toes; he is rapidly improving in all other ; bowels 
still costive. Made an out-patient, and ordered to continue his 


August 18th.—Reports himself quite well, that rarely 
ob the aff toes; looks fat and 
florid and well; bowels now act regularly without medicine. 


cured. 

The case I have ventured to class with the others, be- 
cause although the man gave no hi of sore-throat (indeed 
he was not questioned about it, as at that time I had no sus- 
picion of the possible connexion of paralysis with diphtheria), 
yet the symptoms he presented are so similar to those observed 
in the others, and are on any other supposition so anomalous 
and inexplicable, that, coupled with the that he came from 
the same district, where even then diphtheria was prevailing, 
there can, I think, be no reasonable doubt of their common 
origin; the chief difference being that in his case the stress of 
tho disease fell very slightly (or not at all) upon the throat— 
just as is sccu a many cases tina,—its efficient cause 
manifesting its presence in the first instance only in some 
slight general disturbance of the system, though at a later 
period producing the extensive nervous lesions above described. 

On looking more closely at the details of these cases, it will 
be seen that certain variations or points of difference exist in 
all of them, but that these chiefly refer to the extent or amount 
of the lesion, and in a less degree to its seat, They are no 
greater than may be accounted for by the habits, circumstances, 
or temperaments of the individuals; by the condition of health 
—— to the attack; the dose or intensity of the poison im- 

ibed, or the treatment which had been employed. 

In all the cases, the spinal system was the one which was 
especially affected. In two, the fifth nerve appeared also to 
be involved. In only one was the sensorium proper at all im- 

licated. In of the pal to 
impaired. In one case there were dilatation of pupils, pallor 
of countenance, and urine of low specific gravity; but these 
were probably due to the fact that in this case the disease 
attacked the patient just after his discharge from jail, where 
he had been subjected to the depressing influence of confine- 
ment and prison discipline, as a t of which ordi 
anwmia was doubtless superadded to his other ailment. In 
the other cases, pallor &c. were absent, the complexion of the 
Largs being fully as high as natural, Al! the patients were 
es. 


The affection appeared readily to yield to nervine tonics, 
especially fall iron with other tonic medi- 
cines, and liberal diet. 
In conclusion, I would observe that the phenomena 
by the presence of the diphtheric poison in the system 
to be separable into two distinct classes: the one referable to 
the throat and air- and showing themselves in the 
irritation and familiar membranous exudation upon these parts ; 
the other referable to some ial chemical influence exerted 
upon the nervous matter, which shows itself in the first in- 
stance (a) by depression of this system, in common with (and 
robably as the primary cause of that of) the other powers of 
fife; (6) during the whole of the acute of the tw sd 
xed and often perspiring skin, the feeble pulse, the 
less and often indifferent manner, &. &c, ; (c) at a later period, 
by the occasional oe and sudden sinking when the patient 
appears to be steadily ing towards convalescence ; (d) 
at a still later date, by the occurrence of various degrees of 
after may have been fairly estab- 


And in reference to the light reflected the nature of 
the disease by the results of treatment, I w say, that as all 
appear to be that this, even in the early stages of the 
me'ady, should be tonic, and in every way such as to stimalate 
forms me ich oceyy during convalescence —after failing 
get well with alteratives or when left to the unaided powers 
of nature—readily yield to the influence of the nervine 
such as steel, zine, and quinine, is a farther f of what 
have endeavoured to illustrate: that the diphtherie poison is 
essential] a nerve poison, one of the effects of which—and 
that not the least important—is its power of destroying or 
preventing the evolution of nervous force. 

Norwich, July, 1859, 
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KING'S COLLEGE HOSPITAL. 


POISONING BY HYDROCHLORIC ACID, HALF AN OUNCE 
PROVING FATAL IN EIGHTEEN HOURS. 


(Under the care of Dr. Bupp.) 


single case, and Dr. Taylor, in his work ‘‘On Poisons,” has 
collected but three cases occurring in the metropolis during a 
period of sixteen years. The record of the following case, 


, and 
that of the red and inflamed. The 


“ 
She appears to have immediately vomited, and some of 
the acid was projected over her dress, the colour of which was 


3 


in water, After taking was put ina and brought 
to the hospital ; while in the cab ~ nv 
On her admission, she appeared m exhausted; her 
was rapid and feeble; skin cold; the inside of the lips, the 
tongue, and fauces, were whitened and abraded. ecom- 
plained of a burning pain in the throat and pit of the stomach, 
and she frequently retched without bringing up an 
chalk, white of egys, &c., were at once adminis 
swallowed without great difficulty. After taking these 


pulse | are now and then to be seen on the external 


occasionally stridulous noise, as if 
in the larynx: Her voice was 
thick and inarticulate, and there were intense pain and tender- 
feeble. ot bottles were put to ene- 

very ‘pa 


peritoneum showed 
membrane of the inside of the lips, the 
was whitened and softened, and in some 
te and tonsils were much swollen 


it 


iL 
‘| 
f 


RP 


was 
uuch congested, and generally of a red colour; near the upper 
part there were some marks of corrosion. The stomach con-- 


Close to the pylorus, on the posterior surface of the 
stomach, there was a large patch of a black colour; here the 


MIDDLESEX HOSPITAL. 


FIBROUS TUMOUR OF THE SCAPULA, EXPANDING BENEATH 
THE. BONE, AND PROJECTING INTO THE AXILLA ; 
SUCCESSFUL REMOVAL. 


(Under the care of Mr. FLowsn,) 


Tue under surface of the scapula is occasionally the seat of 
chronic abscess, situated sometimes in the areolar tissue, con- 
necting the subscapularis and serratus mageus muscles, Sach 
purulent accamulations, when chronic, oftem eanse the bone to 
project, as if from the presence of an actual'tumour. Tumours, 
however, are comparatively rare, and very few instances are. 
recorded of their invading the subscapular space, although they 

pectiof the bone: 

On the present occasion we have to record an instanee of fibrous 
growth situated beneath the scapula, spreading out in an 
attenuative manner along its under surface, and extending 
into the axilla, where it gave rise to a distinct projection, 

springing from the outer edge of the bone. 

Although fibrous tumours connected with the museles and 
fascix of the other parts of the body are frequently met with, 
we do not remember having seen one occupying the situation 
described in the present example. In previous ‘‘ Mirrors” 


Tat Lawoer,} LONDON HOSPITAL MEDICINE AND SURGERY. a 
| quent intervals. About one a.m. she rallied a little, the pulse 
| the pain and tenderness over the epigastrium 
diminished. The impediment to the swallowing: snd 
ration remained She 
| tervals, each act of vomiting causing violent ; 
matters vomited continued to be streaked with blood. 
May 27th.—Eleven a.m.: Pulse 120; the tongue now almost 
-_—_— black on the upper surface; fances much swollen and white; 
| rattles in the throat; skin clammy; contimues incapable of 
| ee swallowing; has retained most of the enemata; passes her 
urine in the bed; her mind remains quite unaffected ; still 
' and died at four p.m., about eighteen after taking the 
: PO poison. She retained her consciousness almost to the last. 
Post-mortem examination twenty-three hours afterwards, 
| Srretr of salt, or muriatic acid, is but seldom used as a somewhat emaciated ; great rigor mortis, the hands ; 
poison—so seldom, indeed, that we possess very few records of ily lenched, and the 
| t otherwise ; heart v, its cavi ae 
| the appearances found after death. Orfila has reported but a — view —_- 1 and in a state of } 
| fatty degeneration; gall-bladder much distended; - 4 
| healthy. There was no serous fluid in the abdomen, and 
| The mucous 
therefore, kindly furnished by Dr. W. Cayley, physician’s and the faces 
assistant at the hospital, will prove of interest and value, pe stripped off ; 
especially as but half an ounce of the concentrated acid pro- 
dueed death in a feeble woman, sixty-three years of age. 
The inent were, exhaustion, feeble pulse, 
the stomach, retching, and vomiting of brown matter, streaked | 
with blood, and containing shreds of membrane. The fauces | 7 ; 
now became swollen, she could not swallow, and death ensued er of 
in eighteen hours, As observed in other cases, the intellectual | tion 
functions remained clear to the last. The mucous membrane 
ee | tained a little light-brownish fiuid; the mucous membrane, at | 
oO @ stomach, near to the pylorus, was black, stripped | the cardiac end, was a little congested, but not otherwise 
of mucous membrane (which was generally softened in the | 
+ peau Rated er, i respect | mucous membrane was In parts & nt, in parte much softened ; 
the smallest quantity known in the neighbourhood membrane was of a deep-erim- 
was.anounce and a half, which has proved fatal in eighteen | son colour, and marked with black lines. The exterior of the. 
hours. Now, in the t instance, four drachms destroyed | stomach had a natural pearance ; the mucous membrane of 
life im the same genio’ of time; but it must be understood that wes quite 
| this was in an old woman, already much enfeebied by previous 
waat of food. The most rapidly fatal case mentioned by Taylor ee 
is one which thediite bing 
two ounces; but he conjectures that if cases of poisoning by ee 
would death be found to ensue 
perhaps quickly, but that even a drachm might prove fatal. 
26th.. She is a widow, and ay ce with 
whom she has lately had some disag ents, which have 
prevedimech on her mind, and in couseqasnce of which she 
searcely taken any food during the last few days. About 
three-quarters of an hour before her admission she took inten- | 
e vom reely ; the matters vomited had an alkaline re- 
action... The patient was then removed to bed, and some milk | 
iven, She now vomited some brown matter, streaked with | 
fauces. new became much swollen, and she was quite unable to | , 
swallow, the attempt producing violent spasm and choking, | 
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volved by tumours or disease; in none, however, was there 
any resemblance to the following case. We may refer, in 
passing, to the removal of the body of the bone by Mr. South, 
at St. Thomas’s Hospital, for osteo-sarcoma (THE Lancet, 
vol. ii. 1855, p. 576); to the excision of a fatty tumour over 
the coracoid process of the same bone, by Mr. Weeden Cooke, 
at the Royal Free Hospital (ibid, vol. ii. 1856, p. 134); and te 
the extirpation of a similar growth, bilobed, a extending be- 
neath the acromion, by Mr. Fergusson, at King’s College Hos- 
pital (ibid, vol. i. 1559, 339). We recollect very well a 
case under the care of Mr, Cesar Hawkins, at St. George’s 
Hospital, in which the entire bone was affected with medall 

cancer, and a record of which appears in the Ist volume of this 
journal for 1857 (p. 291); and in the same volume (p. 650) is a 
notice of the successful removal of a bony tumour from the 
ast a little girl, by Mr. Lawrence, at St. Bartholomew's 


vA —-, aged thirty-three, married, has two children, the 
younger six years of age; is small, spare, and rather delicate ; 
she ~— - the country. Attention was drawn to her left 
shoulder, four years by irregular, shooting pains, chiefly 
in the scapula, and which were then supposed to be rheumatic. 
Soon afterwards was discovered a small tumour, about the size 
of a walnut, hard, and apparently fixed in the upper and 
posterior part of the axilla. ‘This has been gradually and 
steadily increasing in size, never causing acute pain, but fre- 
p many shootings, especially referred to the scapula and also 

arm, are complained 

On her admission into Regent ward, March 22nd, 1859, the 
tumour felt about the size of a small orange, and formed a 
rounded projection in the middle of the between the 
anterior and rior fold, visible when the a®%m was raised. It 
had a hard, dense feel, slightly lobulated, not tender, and could 
be moved a little from side to side, as if attached by a pedicle. 
It was quite independent of the humerus, but followed the move- 
ments of the scapula, as if connected with the inferior costa of 
that bone just below the glenoid fossa. 

On the 14th of April, Mr. Flower, believing that the tumour 
was connected with the edge of the scapula, and might be re- 
moved without difficulty, proceeded as follows :—The patient, 
under the influence of chloroform, lying on her right side, the 
left arm was held across the chest, and a little removed from 
the side. An incision was made through the posterior fold of 
the axilla, downwards and a little outwards, dividing a i 
of the latissimus dorsi and teres major muscles, and iy 
exposing what was sup to be the neck of the tumour. A 
second incision was le over the most prominent part of the 
tumour in the axilla, downwards and backwards, so that the 
two, meeting below, formed a Y- More room was 
afterwards gained prolonging the incision about an inch 
downwards from the apex V. The tumour was now 
fairly exposed, and separated from surrounding parts, partly 
by oming, but principally by breaking down its connexions 
with the fingers, especially on its anterior side, where it was 
in close proximity to the axillary vessels and nerves. It was 
found not to arise from the anterior margin of the scapula, but 
to pass under it, expanding out as a broad but thin lamella, 

ing between the ventral surface of that bone and the ribs, 

ing nearly as far back as the base of the scapula. Up- 
wards it extended close to the shoulder-joint, but was not con- 
nected with it; it had, in fact, no osseous connexions. By usi 
the ends of the fin in the manner described, aided wi 
occasional touches of the knife, the tamour was removed entire. 
About a dozen small vessels were ligatured, and the woand 
brought together with silver-wire sutures. For several days 
and some pleuritic pain on the left side, but it all passed off. 
The patient ined her strength, 
healed, she went to her home on the 3lst of May; the move- 
restored. 


ments of the shoulder, of course, not having been yet 
flattened, 


On examination of the tumour, it was found to 
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TWO CASES OF CHOREA IN OPPOSITE STATES OF THE 
SYSTEM, TREATED BY ARSENIC AND IRON. 


(Under the care of Dr. WiLLsHIRE, ) 


Ar the present time, there are two cases of chorea in the 
medical wards of this hospital, which offer a striking contrast 
to one another. In one patient, a girl fifteen years of age, 
who has been an inmate for seven weeks, the disease came on 
some years back, after the death of her father. In her, it is 
more or less a constitutional malady, for her brother is afflicted 
with the same disease, She is pale, thin, exsanguine, and of 
nervous temperament. The other patient was admitted on the 
8th of June, having had chorea for fourteen days, which was 
brought on by the fright consequent upon putting a lighted 
candle into her mouth. She is also a young girl, with a ruddy 
complexion and of strumous habit, with her nervous system 
very impressible, She was treated with zine and valerian at 
first, which seemed to answer for a while, when it was changed 
to Fowler’s solution, five and ten minims three times a 
day, with the most marked results, for the disease seems to have 
very guickly yielded. Conjoined with this was a shower-bath 
every morning. 

The anemic case was of course treated differently, more de- 
pendance being placed upon iron, which has shown its good 
effects in a state of system wherein it was especially indicated. 

In neither of these cases was there cardiac disease, nor ~ 4 
as we have sometimes remarked, 
previous! t upon. 

The a of arsenic as a remedy in the great majority of 
cases is looked u by Dr, Willshire as superior to zinc, and 
is well worthy of an extended trial. The dose is small, and a 
long continuance of its use is not , a8 the choreic symp- 
toms very readily yield to its influence, and soon disappear. 


CLINICAL RECORDS. 


USEFUL PLAN OF SUPPORTING STUMPS AFTER 
AMPUTATION, 


Ar Guy’s Hospital for the last two years Mr. Hilton has. 
been in the habit of supporting the stumps of amputated thighs 
in a manner wiich is worthy of notice, from its cleanliness and 
convenience, together with the comfort accruing to the patient. 
It consists in applying a short and broad splint under the 
stump, which is elevated *. an angle of forty degrees ; beneath. 


y: 
sent moment employed are the following :— 

A young man, twenty-two years of age, was admitted on the 
23rd March for extensive degeneration of the synovial 
membrane of the left knee, with incipient disease of the lungs. 
The former had existed for twelve months, and was making 


and the wound being quite | sid 


somewhat quadrilateral in shape, its anterior edge thick and | causing 


rounded, (it was the lower end of this which was felt project- 
ing into the axilla,) its posterior edge thin and sharp. On 
section, and under the microscope, it presented most charac. 
teristically the features of a fibrous tumour. It was most 
intimately connected with the subscapularis muscle, in the 
fascia covering which the tumour seems to have had its origin, 
as it was by the muscle from the ventral surface of 
n its growth, as long as it was confined between 
the wall of the chest and the scapula, it seems to have merely 
expinded laterally ; but be it had extended forwards, so 


to reach the free space of the axilla, it assumed the thick, 
rounded, sli lobulated form above described, 


subsequently two openings had to 


| 
U — | 
| 
id 
5 
4 
q 
j | the splint is a srsit cushion, and a light bandage is applied 
: | over all. This permits of examination and dressing without 
i the slightest iisturbance to the patient, and the stump always 
i 
| rapid inroads upon fis health. mov 
if | upper third on the 23rd ultimo; and = oh we examined the 
os | stump on the 5th instant, it had almost entirely healed, and 
yy | looked remarkably clean and healthy from the way in which it 
a — 7 up. The phthisical symptoms have completely sub- 
‘” ‘A second case was that of a man, aged forty-eight years, 
yy who, as we from the notes of Mr. fol we aoe 
- i was kicked a horse on the knee twenty-one years ago, 
ct that tae a wound over the patelln He has been 
a | subject to frequent attacks of pain swelling ever since, 
of | Three years ago the symptoms generally increased. Seven 
i at the side of the knee, and 
uy made to let out pus from 
‘g joint. e bones were much diseased, and he had suffered 
i” most acute pain. Considering his age and other circumstances, 
Mr. Hilton thought the most wee amputation 
if through the thigh, which he performed on the 5th instant, 
H under chloroform. When placed in bed, the stump of this 
Ft patient was carefully put up by Mr. Tuck in the manner 
| already described, and we learn that he is going on extremely 
60 
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TUMOUR OF THRE PAROTID. 


Wuex a tumour extends somewhat deeply in the i 
space, its removal is often associated with a good of 
troublesome bleeding, even though no arterial trunk of an 
importance may be wounded. This fact we saw again verified, 
on the 15th of June, at University College Hospital, in a 

sabject 


f ear. It was successfully removed, 
together with a small portion of the tem muscle, but the 
temporal artery was unavoidably divided in the course of the 

ion. This gave rise to considerable hemorrhage, which 
was only controlled, after the lapse of some time, by the aid of 
many ligatures and the Sean of the perchloride of iron. 
The tumour proved to be tibro-plastic, undergoing i 


ration, 
disintegration, and actual calcification in that part of it which 
was situated behind the ramus of the jaw. On the second day 
after the operation, she was attacked by erysipelas, and was in 

precarious state for some days, but she is now slowly recover- 
9 and the wound is fast closing. 


a 
in 
neck 


e weeks back, Mr. Quain removed a tumour from the 

of a woman aged about thirty-four, which had been 

ing for fourteen or fifteen years. She was t at 

time, but this did not prevent the wound from Sollee var 

pe ae was subsequently discharged from the hespital 
we 


DOUBLE FISTULA IN ANO, 
TREATED BY A SINGLE DIVISION OF THE SPHINCTER. 


ALruoven at first sight it may seem to be a trifling matter, 

one or more divisions of the sphincter ani muscle 

be made in cases of complicated fistula about the anus, 

in reality considerable importance should be attached to it if 

the future comfort of the patient is considered. There can be 
no doubt whatever, as we heard Mr. F 


then cut through the sphincter nearest the u fistulous 
i ond the weasll cen 
from the bottom. Thus, by a very simple i 
the case was converted into one of ordinary fistula in ano. 
The practical surgeon will at once ise the benefits to 
be derived from an avoidance of multiple divisi 
sphincter ani. 


FISSURE.OF THE ANUS. 


cock on a woman twenty-seven years of age, whose sufferings 
have been very great for nearly twelve months, from the pre- 
sence of a fissure of the kind mentioned. On ing her mo- 
tions, the sensation was compared to that of a knife running 
jews her. When we saw her on the 7th, five days after the 
operation, she expressed berself as completely relieved; all 
pain gone, her heal’. had generally improved, and 

was beginning to assume a cheerful aspect. Patients with a 
fissure of the anus have a careworn and anxious expression of 
countenance, more so than is observed in fistula of the bowel ; 
but it quickly disappears when surgical relief has been ob- 


IDIOPATHIC PYAMIA. 


Py2M14 in an idiopathic form is extremely rare, but recovery 
from it scill more so. An undoubted example of this form of 
disease, however, was recently pointed out to us at Guy’s Hos- 

ital, in a female, aged twenty, under Dr. Wilks’s care, who 

been an inmate six weeks, and was on the eve of disc’ 

cured. She had been ill a fortnight before her adwission with 
inflammation of both elbow-joints; the right knee then took 
on the same morbid action, and became moderately swollen. 
Whilst in ital, suppuration occurred in both elbow-joints, 
with especial implication of the left. This was followed by a 
well-marked attack of pyemia, the symptoms being unmis- 
takeble. She was treated by tonics, liberally supported with 
wine, &c., and recovered from it. The joint symptoms have 
likewise disappeared ; the pus has become absorbed, but the 
left elbow still remains very tender. It is a fact of interest in 
this case, that the pyemia commenced when the matter formed 
in the joints, and yielded as the effusion became absorbed. 


ASTRAGALOID DISEASE. 
A MAN was sent up from Cornwall with disease of the ankle- 


joint of two years’ standing, for which he was admitted into 
University College Hospital In the treatment it became a 
question whether excision of the ankle should be performed, or 
amputation above it. There were some circumstances favour- 
able for the former; thus all the bones were healthy, except 
the astragalus and malleolar arch, and possibly also the astraga- 
loid surface of the os calcis. This was determined by examina- 
tion through several sinuses leading in different directions. On 
the other hand, there were considerable disorganization of the 
soft parts, and extreme laxity of the structures around the joint, 
particularly the ligaments. These were unfavourable for exci- 
sion. The man himself was willing to submit to excision if he 
could be assured of its success, but was averse to a long resi- 
dence in the hospital. Mr. Erichsen, therefore, determined to 
amputate the leg, which was done on the Ist of June. The 
astragalus was found carious on both sides, the malleolar arch 


The disease, no doubt, commenced in the astragalus. ‘Lhe 
articulating surface of the scaphoid bone was also affected ; 
there was some mischief at the upper part of the oe calcis, but 
the cuboid bone was sound. 

Four weeks afterwards we found the stump perfectly healed, 
excepting a little opening in the middle, and the patient 
was out in the fresh air seventeen days after the foot was 
taken off. This satisfactory termination has been effected at 
an earlier period than excision would have permitted. : 

We have lately seen three cases of disease of the foot, in 
which the mischief wae solely confined to the os calcis, These 
were yy under the care of Mr. Cock at Guy's Hospital, 
of Mr. Holt at the Westminster paca Naps of Mr, Ure at 
St. Mary’s, respectively. Gouging away necrosed portion 
has proved successful in all three. 


Parasrticat Diszasze or Domestic Fow1s TRANS- 
MISSIBLE TO SUPERIOR AN1MALS.—MM. Reynal and Lanquetin 
read before the Academy of Medicine of Paris a paper 
on the above-mentioned affections. From the authors’ re- 
searches, they have been able to come to the following conclu- 
sions :—1. Hens are liable to a cutaneous affection, 
ona i kind of acarus—the acarus mutans. 2 Th 
affection resembles the itch of man and animals, as regards its 
symptoms and progress. 3. It is transmitted from one fowl 
to another, by cohabitation, through the acarus mutans. 4. It 
is also transmissible to horses éL other domestic animals. 


nm space to sixteen years, | 
Latterly, it had become active in its development, it was in- H 
creasing in size, and getting soft at its most OF ag care part, H 
where the integuments were discoloured. is change Mr. r i 
Erichsen believed to be simple disorganization. Tne tumour 
jaw. Its attachments were considered not too deep for ex- f 
cision. It fully occupied the parotid region, although it did ' 
not involve the parotid gland; it was as large as the fist, and oe j 
two or more divisions of the sphincter muscle, subsequent union 
does not permit of such an amount of control over its functions 
as when one only is made. Being aware of the truth of this | 
from experience, he treated the case of a oung woman, who 
had what might be called a double fistula, in the following 
manner :—Three years ago she had an abscess in the perineum, 
which burst externally at the margin of the anus; probably a | 
second formed, which also burst externally, but the two cavities | was rough, and the cartilages replaced to a considerable exte 
merged into one, This aperture, on examination, was found | by plastic material. An p atte wag present at the outer side 
not to communicate with the rectum, and was, therefore, what | of the ankle, and the soft structures were much thickened. 
is called, in surgical language, a blind external jistulu, with a 
double opening. Instead of running a bistoury through the | 
sphincter in two places, as we have seen done by some sur- | 
geons, Mr. Fergusson divided the skin between the fistula, | 
and laid the to which were 
Ove of the most painful affections situated in the neighbour- | - . == 
hood of the anus, is a fissure alongside of the sphincter. When | —__ 
examined, scarcely any lesion is to be detected ; but on render- 
ing the structures tense, a very small slit with reddened mar- 
gins may be observed, and from which there may be a little | 
secretion. This apparently trifling malady occasionally causes 
the most intense agony. Latterly, several examples have come 
under Mr. Hancock's care at the Charing-cross Hospital, 
which have been effectually cured by the division of a few of 
the muscular fibres of the sphincter at the situation of the 
fissure. Ts to divide the entire sphincter in the 
treatment of this affection, and it is now seldom resorted to. 
On the 2nd instant, this operation was repeated by Mr. Han- 
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ON THE ADMINISTRATION OF BELLA 
CAUSES WHICH MODIFY ITS ACTION. 


BY HENRY WM. FULLER, M.D, CANTAB., F.R.C.P.L., 
PHYSICIAN TO ST. GEORGE'S HOSPITAL. 


Tue*author was led to the inquiries which form the subject 
of this paper by observing the remarkable tolerance of bella- 
donna exhibited by a child, a patient in St. George’s Hospital, 
to whom he was administering it as a remedy for chorea 
Faneying that the tolerance of the drug observed in the casein 
question might be attributable either to imperfection of the 
extract or to the modifying influence of the choreic spasms, he 
obtained other extract of belladenna from Apothecaries’ Hall, 
from’ Squire’s, and from Jacob Bell's, in Oxford-street, and 
administered it, dissolved in water, to ten other choreie pa- 
tientsin the hospital. In a twelfth case he administered atro+ 
piney obtained from Morson’s, in Southampton-row. The 
resalé was in all cases the same—namely, extraordinary tole- 
rance‘of the remedy, with a varying, but not very satis ; 
effeet:as regards the subjugation of the choreic spasm— 
tolerance of the drug being so great that one girl, aged ten, 
took seventy grains of the extract of belladonna daily, and a 
total amount of 1019 grains, or rather more than two ounces, 
in twenty-six days; whilst the child, aged fourteen, to whom 
the atropine was administered, took no. less than thirty-seven 

im eighteen days. 

1, The patients were all pale whilst taking the doses 
of the arug; and, in no instance, was there any feverish heat, 
or an or erythematous blush on the skin. 

2. There was great weakness of the pulse in all the cases, 
some, considerable 

@ urine was generally clear and acid, but scanty, and 
of ic g from to In three 
cases it frejuently contained a copious deposit of crystallized 
lithie acid; and, in three other cases, it was usually loaded 
with lithates. In one case, for the of a few hours, whilst 
the patient was under the soxticat tadinencs of the drug, it be- 

one case some difficulty was experienced in voiding 
the urine; but this was not hades in avy other case. This 

5. ‘The tongue was al moist, but un red whilst 
ness off when the drug was omitted. 

6. The remedy did not, in any ‘instance, exert a constipating 
effect; on the contrary, it appeared*to -prove aperient. An 
occasional purge was required onby-in three cases. 

7. In five cases it ultimately gave ‘rise to sickness and diar- 
rhoea; but in every instance, save one, the choreic spasms had 
almost wholly ceased, and, in the’exceptionsl case allnded to, 
had*greatly subsided before those symptoms were produced. 
Whenever bowel symptoms occurred, mere omission of the 
— sufficed to re yo cessation. Did the existence 

spasm counteract influence of the , and t 
- drug preven 

8. Dilatation of the was very uncertain. In almost 
every instance the pupils were before the administration 
of the medicine was commenced, and they invariatly became di- 
lated soon after a dose of the medicine was taken. The dilata- 
tion, however, was not to the degree observed when a solution of 
belladonna is dropped into the eye, and, in most of the cases, 
it pe off before another dose of the medicine was due. Its 

duration was about two hours and a half. In one 
case, excessive dilatation occurred for a few hours coincidently 
with ‘the occurrence of sickness and purging. In two cases 
considerable dilatation was pretty constant; in cne case it was 
seldom great. 

_9. In two instances only did the slightest indistinctness of 
vision occur, In one of these it was observed only on three 
oceasions, and then only to a slight degree, and was not accom- 
panied by dryness of the throat, headache, or any impairment 
of the mental faculties; in the other, it took more fre- 
quently, and, strange to a 7° most com of when 


the ils were of their natural size, and were contracting 
the of light. It was not attended by 
deliriam, nor by any indication of the action of belladonna, 
and the administration of an additional quantity of the arug 
was almust invariably followed by its removal. 


10. The drug did not, in any case; 


11. In no instance was there any evidence of its accumula-’ 


tien in the system. 

severity of the choreic spasms. In Case 2, in which fourteen 
graine of the extract, daily, occasioned sickness and purging, 
the spasms were more severe than in Case 11, in which sev 
grains were taken daily without disturbance of the 
and bowels, 

13. The curative effect of the drug was uncertain. In 


very 
sevén cases its action appeared to be decidedly curative, but in 


two eases it failed to exercise the slightest control over the 
; and in the other three cases, it is doubtful whether 
¢ improvement ought to be attributed to its action. 


Being desirous of ascertaining whether the tolerance of the 


drag was due to its decomposition in the stomach, or to its 
non-absorption, the author submitted to Dr. Marcet and Mr. 
Kesteven for examination some of the urine voided by a patient 
in Roseberry ward, who at the time was taking sixty-four 
grains of the extract of belladonna daily. The former extracted 
atropine enough from three ounces of the urine to kill two 
white mice, and narcotize several others. The latter, from two 
ounces of the urine, obtained sufficient to produce dilatation of 
a cat’s eye, to afford the beautiful filamentous crystals of 
atropine now laid before the Society, and to give the reactions 
which atropine yields with iodine water, tannic acid, chloride 
of gold and sulphuric acid, and bichromate of potash. The 
atropine. 

Thus, then, up to this point five facts appeared proved :— 

Ist. That tn eal of chorea extraordinarily large doses of 
belladonna and atropine are tolerated. 

2nd, That the drug is absorbed into the blood, and therefore 
that the tolerance of it is not attributable to its non-absorption, 
nor to its veing decomposed in the stomach. 

3rd. That it does not accumulate in the blood, but passes 
out of the system with the urine and feces, and probably with 
the other excretions, 

4th. That it does not exercise that amount of control over 
the choreic s which would have been expected from the 
readiness with which it is tolerated by the system. 

5th. That the tolerance of the remedy is not in proportion 
to the severity of the choreic symptoms. 

The question, arose as to whether the existence of 
chorea had any part in producing tolerance of the drug, or 
whether that tolerance may not have been due to some other 
circumstances? With the view of determining this point, the 
author administered the extract of belladonna to two conva- 
lescent children, whom he = in the hospital for the purpose. 
To the one, seven, he ultimately gave thirteen grains of 
the extract daily, and to the other, aged ten, twenty-eight 
grains daily, without producing dryness of the tongue or 7 se 
or any symptom indicative of the action of belladonna bey: 
some tem dilatation of the pupils. 

With the view of having the matter tested with children on 
a larger scale than is possible at St. George’s Hospital, the 
author requested a friend who is attached to a large i 
institution for children to administer it cautiously in ually 
increasing doses, Accordingly to eleven children, varying in 

from three to six, one-eight of a grain of the extract in 
wibtien was administered three times a day, and the dose was 
increased in the course of six days to half a grain thrice daily. 
To four other children, from eight to twelve years of age, a 
quarter of a grai the extract was given, and the dose was 
increased in the course of six days up to one grain three times 
daily. These children were all in good health ; the dose was 
ly increased, and dilatation of the pupil was the 
effect produced. To seven children, five 
seven years of age, he began by giving one-thi & grain 
twice a day, ant cooliaal it for three days without — i 
any effect from its administration beyond slight dilatation 
the pupil. He then prescribed two-thirds of a grain twice a 
day ; but by mistake one grain and a third were given at a dose. 
The result of this large and sudden increase was that the child- 
ren were all seized with sickness and vomiting ; some of them 
had diarrheea, and one of them had the violent uncontrollable 
delirium characteristic of belladonna. S:imulants were at once 
administered, the belladonna was omitted, aud on the follow- 


the slightest nar- 
| 

| 

| 

' 

a 
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ace dryness of the tongue and fauces ; that two 
ten excite vertigo and dizriness, and that it 
establish 


Ge We think the anthor intended to 
have said, in direct ratio. This is one of the mistakes incurred 
by using language extraneous to medicine. The chief fault-to 
be found with this otherwise valuable addition to its special 
department of surgery, is the ambiguity of some of its phrase- 


a tolerance of the larger doses as in | ology 


He was thus led to the conclusion that— 

Ast.—The tolerance of belladonna is not attributable to the 
counteracting iwflaence of choreic 
sonnected with the age of the 

2ndly.—That a mnch 


prescribed 
of tender years. 


rapidly the 
drug will be produced if too oy Soak a dose be given before a 
sufficient tolerance of the drug has been established. 

Sthly.—That the milcer toxical effects produced by the dreg 
are of little importance, and subside without 
as the administration of the medicine is discontinued 

Gthly.—That adults cannot tolerate the doses of the drug 
which can be taken with impunity by children. 

The extraordinary difference in the tolerance of the drug 
observed at different periods of life, the author remarks, may 
be explicable by the medicine passing off with the urine, as 
also, probably, with the other excretions, more rapidly in 
childhood than in adult life ; aud he concludes his paper by the 
following suggestions 

1st.—That inasmuch as belladonna is admitted to be pro- 
ductive of signal benefit in hooping cough, even in the minute 
doses in which it has been hitherto administered, it is le 
that a corresponding increase of benefit would result from the 

doses, which it is now proved may be ately presceibed 
trial in epilepsy, laryngismus 
\y-— it deserves a in 
stridulus, and other s c affections. 

3rdly.—That combining as it does antispasmocic, sedative, 
and slightly purgative properties, it may be productive of relief 

in certain cases of dyspepsia connected with infra-mammary 

flatus, and spasins in the abdomen. 

4thly.—That inasmach as it exercises a remarkable power in 
controlling spermatorrhwa and incontinence of urine, van the 
experiments recorded in this paper prove that it is excreted 
with the urine, it is highly probable that its curative action in 
euch cases may be due in great measure 

_ and if so, that it might be applied locally with advantage. 


Redicos amd Alotices of Hooks. 


On the Operation Jot Hortic. J. H. James, 
the Exeter Hospital. 8vo. 


for appearing before the public the fact that his remarks are 
purely practical. They are the result of several years’ exp- 
rience and careful observation. Mr. James does not profess to 
‘write a treatise on hernia, but, as he says, “ the object is as 
briefly as possible to give the result of my own experience, 
either as confirmatory of some, or as opposed to other, points 
of practice which may be now more or less in esteem; giving 
reasons for my opinions when they differ from those of others, 
and offering in some instances views which I believe to be 
new.” 

._ Mr. James arranges his cases in three tables (those used by 
Mr. South): the first containing all the recoveries; the second, 
the fatal cases in private practice; the third, those which oc- 
ee The advantage gained by this plan is 


Mr. James mentions an additional source of diagnosis of in- 
guinal hernia in the female—one which we do not remember 

“If the hernia be true i it must of course come 
the usual course into the groin 
jum ; but in such cases as these the cause of 

is that the tumour mounts nearly to the epine-of theilium.” 
The author then passes in review the various methods for 
relieving strangulated hernia—the warm bath, chloroform, 


| O’Beirn’s long tube, traction from within, places'little 


or no faith in topical remedies. The operation itself is’ then 
described with great minuteness, from the appearance of the 
surface of the scrotum to the description of the fiuid contained 
within the sac. From the external appearance of the scrotum 
Mr. James draws certain inferences, and from these appear- 
ances predicates the state of the investments beneath. ‘These 
and other remarks upon the pathology of the contents are 
excellent. The second stage (the first is the division of the 
investments), or division of the stricture, then receives consider - 
able attention. His remarks apply principally t+ femoral 
hernia. In the twenty cases upon which he operated, he found 
the stricture to correspond with the edge of Gimbernat’s liga- 
ment. He objects, and we think very correctly, to the use of 
a director in dividing the stricture; suggesting that, as there 
is intestine above as well as below the stricture, and that 
generally much distended with flatus, it will be exposed to 
mischief from not being sufficiently guarded against by the 
director and knife as commenly used. Mr. James divides the 
stricture in this way :— 

“ Having insinuated the int of my finger, I a 
to the end, taking care that its edge is sharp. Passing this 
with its flat side, as soon as 1 have got its extremity into the 
edge of the stricture [ turn it, press its back into the pulp of 
my finger, press the point of that, s0 armed, against the edge of 
the rn dang carefully en any sawing motion, but cut as 
it were with the finger itsel 

We this to divide the stric- 
ture, and have long been persuaded that in relieving a hernia 
by operation the forefinger is the best possible director we can 
have. As to the extent to which the stricture is to be divided, 
Mr. James recommends that, if necessary, we should not be 
afraid of making too large an incision. 

Mr. James believes that there is active constriction by the 
ring. He says— 

** It is said the ring itself is not muscular, therefore it cannot 
contract; but do not parts contract which are not muscular ? 
A name often blinds us to facts. We have been long aceus- 

structure 


it is, 
and that the effects are owing 


After a few practical remarks concerning the mortality of hernia and 


hernia in reference to age, sex, &c., Mr. James concludes that, 
as a gencral rule, the danger seems to be in an inverse ratio as 


= 
ay had passed off, and the | 
children were perfectly well. | 
To adults the author administered the drug in pills and in 
solution, and he found that, however given, very small doses 
usually prod 
not 
of the remedy is speedily established, so that the dose may be 
safely increased, rapidly, but gradually. 
4thly.—That special care should be taken in apportionin 
the dose to the of the and in not increasing th 
| bat let us take another case of strangulation—that of the glans 
| penis in paraphymosis; the stricture here is undoubtedly 
caused by common integuments. (I may mention two colla- 
teral but more doubtful arguments in favour of the opinion 
that the constriction is active: first, the great difference be- 
} tween the feel of the edge in the dead subject and in hernia ; 
and, secondly, the great difference in the degree of econstzic- 
| tion.) If it be said 
| merely a cord bound 
| the engorgement of 
glans as you will, 
| found, in most cases, that you cannot reduce it; but if the 
| patient is rendered faint, it can be returned, just as ip hernia ; 
| or, that failing, the stricture must be divided, as imrthat 
| malady. What applies to the one case, I,apprehend, may 
’ fairly be applied to the other; and faintmess serves both in 
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authorities who have contended that no constriction can take 
place from contraction of the ring, we do not see how such 
remedies as opium, chloroform, tobacco, &c., ean operate, 
unless there is some spasmodic action to be overcome. In 
cases of tapping either abdomen or hydrocele, the resistance 
made to the withdrawal of the canula by the clipping of the 
skin must be familiar to every surgeon. Mr. James, justly, 
does not recommend the use of purgatives, and says, when the 
action of the intestine is antiperistaltic, opium by the mouth 
will often reverse it; still more when given as an enema; and 
not only in strangulated hernia, but in ileus, and other inflam- 
matory conditions of the bowel. 

Mr. James passes in review the causes of death. In the 
majority of cases it is peritonitis, sometimes combined with 
enteritis, and he makes distinctions between the peritonitis 
supervening upon hernia, and ordinary idiopathic peritonitis. 

After a systematic + of all his cases in tables 
similar to those adopted by Mr. South, the author compares 
the method of operating by opening the sac with that proposed 
by Petit and others; and gives reasons for supposing that the 
most strennous advocates of Petit’s operation have scarcely 


taken a complete and unbiassed view of the principles on which | your pred: 


the success of either method may depend. 

In a concluding summary, Mr. James gives a brief capitula- 
tion of the contents of his book, and draws certain deductions 
of a very interesting and practical nature. 

We can confidently recommend this little work to those 
persons who wish to be au courant with the best principles 
and practice of their profession. 


The Treatment of Obstinate Ulcers and Cutancous Eruptions 
on the Leg without Confinement, By Henry T. CHAPMAN, 
F.R.C.S., &. &e. ird Edition. pp. 161. London: 
Churchill. 

_ In announcing the third edition of Mr. Chapman's useful 


**Endeavoured to render it as complete an exhibition as 


edition is in ted a serieg of ge the local treatment 
of ulcers, ...... section has also been added on the manage- 
: erythematous, eczematous, and other cutaneous erup- 
tions upon the lower extremity.” 


The P of Tuberculous Bone. By Cornetivus 

M.D, Lond pp. 40. Edinbergh> Sutherland 
Tuts tract contains a considerable amount of pathologic in- 
formation in a small compass. We are entirely opposed, how- 
ever, to the use of such a phrase as that of ‘the stage of 
germination,” as applied to the progressive metamorphosis of 
tuberculous matter. We feel also inclined to demur to the 
infallibility of certain cases adduced as illustrative of a some- 
what obscure morbid state, where the tissues have not come 


under either the scalpel or the microscope of the pathological | are 


inquirer. 


POOR-LAW MEDICAL REFORM ASSOCIATION. 
To the Editor of Tue Lancer. 

Str,—I shad feel obliged by your giving insertion to the 
following letter, in order that the Poor-law medical officers 
may perceive that their cause, though in abeyance for a time, 
im consequence of the ministerial changes, has not been for- 
gotten by me, 

Tam, Sir, &c., 


My Lorps axp GENTLEMEN, — most 

your attention to the complaints of Poor-law medical offi- 
cers, with the hope that you will immediately take their case 
into yoar serious consideration, A full account of 


will be found in the ying pamphlets; and 
in No. 3, 30 and 32, is the i statement of the 
Right Hon. T. Sotheron Esteourt, the then President of your 
the question practically, T think have made 

at ing at i i , ink we 

some a! Last May, was almost a doubt as to 
grievance is admitted. tI to do is, in the course of 


3 
5 


during the recess, there will, next session, be no difficulty in 

carrying it .....The matter ought not to continue in its 

state; and if I continue in office, I shall use the best means in 

my power to put the question on a fi 

The above quotation will enable your 


E 


ments have been placed upon a more equi 
orders of her Majesty's Government, I earnestly hope 
medical officers, upwards of 3000 in number, and 

ve annually the treatment of more than a million 
quarter of the sick poor of Englend and Wales, will have 
grievances removed, and their services 80 requited, that 
may be enabled to do their duty to the poor without 


that, as is the case in too many instances at present, the paltry 
ittance accorded to them by the Guardians* does not pay for 
cost of suitable medicines, omitting all consideration of the 


value of the time and talents d , i 
public, and therefore ought to be remunerated in an equitable 
manner. 

In the accom i will be found almost all that 
can be stated bet chould your honourable Board 
desire to make further inquiries of your medical officers, and 


the welfare of the sick poor. 


our obedient servant, 
RicHagD 
The following letter from the Right Hon. T. Sotheron Est- 
court, on quitting the office of President of the Poor-law Board, 
explains the intentions of your i iate predecessors, 
4th March, 1859. 


should 
I had ually become exceedingly interested in the manage- 
I was engaged watthing the progress of 
certain proposed improvements, and hoped to have been per- 


informing you, and through you the tlemen with whom you 
in this Ghat tay March, 
expresses to me a wish to identify himself with me in the 
ill not be necessary to reproduce befure him the papers 

documents, or to restate the arguments which you have already 
furnished to me; and that he will at as early a period as other 
business will allow attentively consider the bearings of the 


lent than 3, pcan, thought the daration of inate averages 23 days 
or Dewntists.—Mr. Waite has been elected 
President of the College of Dentists. ' 


| 
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} 
| the present session, prepare 
ip | solution of the difficulty), lay it on the table of the House...... 
| | It may then be pr ; ; of a Bill 
considered 
: 4 understand the position of the question whuist in the c 
: i. lecessors; and as the army and navy medical depart- 
| 
1 
| will name a day for a deputation to wait upon you, 
a mesting for thah paxpese; or at any time I will attend per- 
sonally, to answer queries, or to assist in preparing measures 
Pp r , Without increasing its bu in I pra c ral our 
Whatever additional matter has been introduced is concisely | canse wines eae. — carry out the promises mad by your 
woven with the former text; and where new cases are admit- | honourable predecessors when in office; and that you will care- 
ted, they merely occupy the place of others which have been fully remodel a system which is cruel in the extreme to very 
withdrawn to make room for . _..._ In the - many of your officers, and, I greatly fear, is also injurious to 
| 
q Dear Srr,—I assure you that it is a matter of regret to me 
i 
| mitted to bring them to maturity ; amongst those, 
ie | tell you, the scheme for an alteration of the method of medical 
a | relief holds a chief place, aad I am anxious to lose no time in 
i" I am, dear Sir, yours very truly 
| R. Griffin, Esq,, Weymouth. Estcourt. 
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It was an aphoriam (how many times quoted !) of the great 
CuLLEN, we believe, that there were more false facts than 
false theories in medicine. We presume most persons would 
think the same as regards other departments of human know- 
ledge. We, however, are getting rather sceptical of the 
truth of this axiom, finding that in controversial and doubtfal 
matters the facts generally turn out to be correctly enough laid 
down, but that the views based upon these facts are all erro- 
neous. A forcible illustration has just come before us, on 
perusal of some “ Answers to Written Questions addressed to 
“‘ Miss Nicwrineate by the Commissioners appointed to in- 
‘quire into the Regulations affecting the Sanitary Condition 
“‘of the Army.”* This philanthropic lady entered the General 
Hospital at Balaclava in April, 1856, at a time when there was 
by no means any pressure of duty, The first night she found from 
ten to twenty men of an Irish regiment talking and drinking in 
the “‘extra diet” kitchen, and a quantity of extra bedding and 
clothes cumbering the wards instead of being in store. Under 
the beds and under the mattresses were the patients’ private 
clothes, large boxes, carpenters’ tools, wood, coal, dusters, 
‘brooms, stones used in cleaning the wards, boots, shoes, and 
slippers; these things being ingeniowsly concealed by the bed- 
clothes. One patient, suffering from frost-bite, who subse- 
quently died, had not been moved for a week; and so, being 
unable to leave his bed, and having been neglected, he dragged 
on his life in a state sufficiently horrible. In going at night 
over the wards (of which seven were in the building, and four- 
teen were huts), not a single orderly was found perfectly sober 
in the huts, and one or two in the building not sober either. 
On the same day that Miss Nicurmca.e went on duty, an 
“* excellent second-class staff-surgeon” did so too, and he ‘‘ im- 
mediately set to work to introduce real order and cleanliness,” 
Now these were facts, and not false ones; let us see what theo- 
retic purpose they subserved. Two days after this commence- 
ment at reform, the “principal medical officer” of the army 
visited the hospital, without requiring the staff-surgeon in 
charge (who could have explained appearances) to accom- 
pany him; and on the subsequent day the principal medical 
officer censured this staff-surgeon for “the state of dirt and 
disorder” (which was in reality the removal of dirt and dis- 
order) in which he had ‘‘ found the whole establishment.” The 
_ truthfulness of the facts which here met the principal's eyes was 
not to be gainsaid; but the views based upon these facts, how 
utterly erroneous, and painfal to the feelings of an honourable 
man! Discipline required, we presume, that somebody must 
be found fault with, and, therefore, the sooner and easier it 
was accomplished the better. It may strike some persons, of 
course, that so long as the facts are true, it little matters what 
the views based upon them really are, so that they make a toler- 
able appearance in seeming to answer the required purpose. For 


Notes on By pp. 108, and four 


instance, the conversion of ‘‘ under the beds” at Balaclava into 
a back kitchen is admirably paralleled by a custom common to 
many military hospitals at home and during peace. We learn, for 
example, that although the “‘ outside of the platter” is some- 
times licked tolerably clean for inspection, the inside of the 
pantry—or what shall we call it ?—is in a pretty pickle. This 
pantry is the bed from under the mattress of which an inquisitive 
visitor, like Miss NicuTIxcaLx, might pull out the dirty linen; 
and from under the pillow the patient’s tobacco, his pipe, 
(sometimes lighted,) his clasp-knife, dirty shirt, spoon, and 
towel, if he has one. Should the «xistence of such a mave’s- 
nest be too patent to the medica. officer,—well, reader! we 
hear you say, he must confiscate them. So he does, it appears; 
for we are informed that he orders tke hospital sergeant to 
“take them away, well knowing that neither he nor the 
patient has anywhere else to put them /” But, as a well-known 
character in one of Mr. Dickens’ fictions would say, “ Dis- 
cipline must be maintained,” and there's an end of it. The 
contrasts, however, in a soldier’s experiences are usually be- 
lieved to be considerable. Nor do we find that the commis- 
sariat department of the great institution of which he is a 
member has been at all desirous to render them less perplexing. 
As we have seen, at one time the soldier has 
“ Pots and pans, 


Kettles and cans, 
But nowhere on earth to put ‘em ;” 


at another, he has places for everything, but can get nothing 
to put into them. 

‘* A soldier is expected by our regulations almost to farnish 
his own hospital, with some slight assistance from the barrack 
department. Now, at Scutari we had neither barrack depart- 
ment nor soldiers’ kit, for the men had to abandon their kits, 
as is well known, and did not recover them till a later perioJ. 
The consequence was, that when we, on two successive Occae 
sions, opened newly-repaired divisions of the barrack hospital 
to an influx of some hundreds of patients, there was no furni- 
ture whatever in the wards bat the beds; and all utensils, 
whether for eating and drinking, taking medicine, cleaning, 
washing, or other purposes, were deficient. There were, also, 
neither chairs, tables, benches, nor any other lamp or candle- 
stick but a bottle. In January I mentioned this to the then 
principal medical dfficer, and he answered, ‘I perceive you 
are not aware that these things are found by the barrack de- 
partment.’ I also mentioned it in the presence of the Inspector- 
Gen:ral to the Purveyor-General, and he answered that he did 
not intend to supply the things, having no warrant to that 
effect, which was true.” 

This reminds us of the story of the man who, being observed 
to sit dry-eyed during an effective sermon, while the rest of 
the congregation was in tears, gave as an explanation that 
“he belonged to another parish.” How “ parochial,” then, 
must be the feeling of a commissary who feels no more in- 
terest in the wants of a sick soldier than in supplying him 
with an empty bottle! 

A model purveyor purveys according to his ‘‘ warrants,” 
whilst the soldier wants according to his circumstances. The 
absurdity lies in attempting to provide for the contingencies of 
the soldier in war—an abnormal state—by the non-expansive 
rules which may govern him im peace—a normal state :— 

“The fear of being called a ‘troublesome fellow,’ to my 
positive knowledge, deterred medical officers from makin 
repeated requisitions for articles which they knew to be neces- 
sary for their men or for repairs, because they feared that such 
conduct would injure their prospects, This will be denied; 
but it is true for all that.” 


. 
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During; the. first seven months of the Crimean campaign, 

there occurred a mortality amongst the troops at the rate of 
sixty perveent. per annum, solely from disease. This is a rate 
exceeding that of the “great plague” in the population of 
Leadon. . During the last six months of the war, the mortality 
amongst the sick did not much exceed that of the healthy 
.@nuards.at home; while for the last five months, the mortality 
auas two-thirds only of what it was amongst the troops in 
Britain. Now, this wonderful change, constituting, as Miss 
Nicuricae calls it, ‘‘the most complete experiment in 
army hygiene,” was not brought about by overcoming the 
difficulties of the prevailing system as a system—for this was 
mot overcome at all—but by a violent expenditure, and the 
relaxation of all rule. Asa principle, the deficiencies which 
existed and operated so detrimentally at first, would have 
still continued to do so, according to the system; for the 
great want of comforts, necessaries, and such like, did not 
.avise so much from the non-existence as from the non-supply 
. f the stores. This system, being nothing but a ‘‘clash of 
_ departments,” was purely negative in its results. For instance, 
_ question of hospital repairs was found to pass from the medi- 
_ eal officer to the purveyor, thence to the principal medical 
officer back to the purveyor, thence to the quartermaster- 
general’s department, then to the commandant, and finally to 
the department of engineers; the propriety of the repairs 
. being ultimately decided upon, without any appeal to the 
chief officer—namely, the surgeon in charge, who saw 
-his patient suffering from a leaky roof, without the means of 
redress, Thus, then, to obviate the continuance of the lament- 
able consequences which at first arose, the system was broken 
‘through by personal responsibility, private interference, and 
the demands of the public. These practically did away to a 
* great extent, for the time, with the custom of written requi- 
_ sitions, checks, and counter-checks, and which seem to have 
-been invented for the purpose of saving money, instead of 
‘that of saving the life of the sick and wounded soldier. This 
unlucky mortal no sooner entered an hospital, than he became 
‘the property of nine departments—he was a member of quite a 
German bund. . 

“* Before a patient could eat his dinner in the Scutari general 
hospitals, it had to be manufactured through the medium of 
the commandant, who assigned the orderlies and cooks; of the 
engineers’ department, who repaired the kitchen; of the pur- 
veyor, who supplied a portion of the food; of the commissary, 
_ who, through the contractor, supplied bread, meat, and fuel; 
and of the soldier himself, who supplied out of his own kit 
some of the utensils for eating and drinking.” 

Now the whole of this unwicldy and expensive system the 
shrewd and philanthropic lady whose evidence we have quoted 
has shown to fail in both of its objects, —viz., of saving money 
and of saving soldiers. And it necessarily fails both ways; be- 
eause the lives of men are of more money value to the country 
than any saving in such matters can ever by any possi- 
bility be; amd because it actually wastes money: for the 
clerk system-and check system require such a staff as to 
cost far more than would the additional supplies. In the 
evidence before us a simpler and far more efficient management 
ds proposed, along with many other improvements, which, if 
adopted, must prove of not a little benefit to the service, as 
well as to two classes of men—medical officers and patients— 
whom it has hitherto been the fashion to render thoughtlessly 


THE meeting on behalf of the London Medical Registration 
Association held on the Ist July, in the borough of the Tower 
Hamlets, and reported in the last number of our journal, is 
suggestive of several important considerations. What the pro- 
fession chiefly want is, protection against the inroads of quacks 
and unqualified practitioners. ‘They have long been anxiously 
and fruitlessly casting about in search of some lever to aid 
them in forcing the noisome obstruction of quackery out of 
their path. The new Act has partially placed this power in 
their hands, which they may use by means of their Associa- 
tions. The profession seem te have determined that the Act 
shall not be adead letter. We wish them ‘ good speed ;” and 
we believe that the Act will help them in their landable 
endeavours for the good both of themselves and of the public ; 
but they must recollect that it rests entirely with themselves 
to improve their condition by means of the help afforded. The 
Government will not aid them farther, until they show that 
they value sufficiently what has been already conceded to their 
importunities. The letter from the Registrar to Dr. Lapp, 
published in Tue Lancer of July 2nd (p. 21), ought to make 
it abundantly plain that the Medical Council do not intend to 
become a prosecuting body. Dr. ANSELL, the chairman of the 
Court of Examiners of the Society of Apothecaries, told :bis 
professional brethren at the Beaumont Institution, that at con- 
ferences with Ministers previous to the passing of the Act, 
the latter refused to become parties to any enactment having 
for its object to shut out the ‘‘ opathists” and other heretical 
‘* ists” from the register of regular practitioners. Government 
favours free trade in physic; and since no more aid mast be 
expected from Parliament at present, so as to strengthen the 
hands of the profession in fighting with their enemies, the 
medical body must even make the Lest of whatever weapons 
are already within their grasp, and must do battle accord- 
ingly. 

With regard to the Medical Council, Mr. Seis, at the meet- 
ing in question, revealed that he had been “served with the 
same sauce” as the London Medical Registration Association, 
having been refused proof-sheets of the Register, for which he 
applied in an official capacity. He showed that he, as well 
as the Association, was in a position to afford valuable 
information to the Registrar; for it seems that he had long 
ago taken the trouble to ascertain statistically the number 
of unqualified practitioners resident in his district. But the 
Medical Council do not appear to like the interference of 
persons outside of their charmed circle, though the aid is 
proffered obviously to benefit the profession, to lighten the 
labours of the Registrar, and to make the Council’s own Regis- 
ter as perfect as possible. Shall we have another oligarchical 
body to contend against? Like the heads of the hydra, as 
soon as one is destroyed, does another grow up in its place? 

Dr. Cory, at the same meeting, gave a significant proof of 
the silent effect which the Act has had in his own locality, and 
the fact which he briefly stated is one of a very cheering cha- 
racter. Without having been proceeded against by any prose- 
cuting body, or even “‘ warned” by letter, (the preliminary step 
taken by the London Medical Registration Association,) some 
of the illegal practitioners in the Tower Hamlets—wise men of 
the East as they were—taking the passing of the Act as suffi- 
cient ‘‘ warning” that they must not henceforth assume titles 
to which they have no right, have promptly resorted to other 
occupations than that of medicine. And,.as an indication of 
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the ignorance which prevails Amongst that class, he farther | 


related that one of the sapient adventurers in question had 
adopted school-keeping as a trade, but had suffered his neo- 
phytes to leave his school with a filthy skin disease. Had he 
known what a first year’s apothecary’s apprentice is taught, 
he would have been enabled to cure the complaint without 
much trouble; and, but for his gross stupidity, it might be 
thought he would have striven by all means to eradicate the 
disorder amongst his customers, for his credit both as a school- 
master and (save the mark) as a doctor! Of such stuff as this 
the quacks are made; yet the public run after them, to the 
disregard of legitimate medicine, and the pecuniary loss of 
themselves and legitimate practitioners, 

The climax of healthy and wholesome determination -was 
reached by Mr. Bowxkert, when he said—‘‘ It is our business 
“*to prosecute. What should we care for the public imputing 
‘* to us interested motives in so doing?’ The calm rejoinder, 
however, which followed ought to have its due weight. It is 
both invidious, and may entail the sacrifice of much time and 
money, and also cause much trouble and anxiety for an indivi- 
dual to prosecute a quack. But the duty may be undertaken 
with perfect ease by an organized body, and we recommend 
practitioners to set in motion the Registration Association to 
this end. Since the corporations have failed to stand forward 
sufficiently as the protectors of the profession against quack 
pretenders, and there is no hope that the Medical Council will 
do so, the profession are driven to the only resource by which 
their interests can be supported. The London Medical Regis- 
tration Association has already in several instances sucessfully 
taken, as it may be said, the bull by the horns; and so long as 
such vigorous and laudable measures are pursued by that body, 
its members, we consider, have a right to expect the co- 
operation and contributions of their professional brethren. As 
their latest triumph in the cause of legitimate practitioners, it 
may be stated that on the very day of the meeting in the 
Tower Hamlets the quack Burton, prosecuted by the Associa- 
tion, was convicted through its means at the Gloucester Quarter 
Sessions, and sentenced to punishment for having fraudulently 
falsified the Medical Register. Other prosecutions, undertaken 
by the same body, are, as we learn, in progress; and it is to be 
hoped that the profession will see the necessity of strengthening 
the hands of the Association, if they desire to have a means in 
existence for protecting their own interests, and checking the 
infatnous career of quacks and unqualified practitioners, 


Annotations. 
“Ne quid nimis.” 

Tue remarkable increase of epidemic small-pox, and the 
steady growth of the figures indicating the. proportion of 
deaths from this disease, are facts te which we have not ceased 
to call public attention of late years. The figures: of the 
Registrar-General, emphatically as they support this state- 
ment of a growing mortality from a horrible but preventible 
disease, do not represent more than a moiety of the actualevil; 
for a great part of the small-pox which sow so extensively 
prevails itself in a modified form, and has but little 
tendency to pass from the lists of sickness to the roll of death. 
It is a mild type of small-pox, not nearly so fata] as the primary 
affection, and owes this character to the fact of its occurrence 


vaccinated, but at a 
period so remote as to be ineffectual in affording efficient pro- 
tection. It is a question, therefore, which must be fully 
weighed by those whe are occupied in legislating, or in pre- 
paring legislative measures corcerning vaccination, whether 
the mere introduction of more stringent measures into an Act 
for the purpose of rendering the compulsory clauses of the 
Vaccination Act more effective, would sufficiently or at all 
avail to obviate the evil. 

It is a well-known and well-recognised fact, that a first vac- 
cination is ineffectual in warding off small-pox after a certain 
period—seven years or more—has elapsed. It is as necessary 
for the extinction of smail-pox that revaccination should be 
compulsory as that vaccination should in the first instance be 
required, And, in this case, there would be no difficulty 
in legislating, since the requirement is one of the same 
urgency and character, and can be supplied by the employment 
of the same means as those which are already justified by the 
legislative enactment providing for primary vaccination. Here 
is an evident blot in our sanitary legislation. And it will be 
a good and useful work to fill the void by a simple and sensible 
enactment. 


TRACES OF STRYCHNINE. . 

Tue toxicological history of poisonous alkaloids is not yet 
complete. A few years since it was, however, altogether a black 
haze. Thus it was that when the crimes of Palmer and the 
unhappy death of Cook gave painful interest and dangerous 
notoriety to the surprising and deadly influence of strychnine 
on the human system, very false and mischievous notions. 
prevailed, even amongst men who should have been best in- 
formed, as to the evanescence of this poison when taken into — 
the body; and very imperfect means of detection were still 
employed, of which the inefficiency to demonstrate the exist-— 
ence of small quantities of strychnine in organic mixtares 
favoured the erroneous opinion of its evanescence—an error — 
fatal to the safety of society, and now happily dispelled. The 
experiments of and Girdwood, published in these — 
columns, and the processes of Staas, Herapath, and Melsens, 
have at once provided the means of detecting the most minute 
traces of strychnine and other alkaloids in organic solutions, 
and have demonstrated a singular persistence in their ori~ _ 
ginal shape,.long surviving the processes of decomposition and 
putrefaction in the tissues with which they are unnaturally 
combined. Science is never better employed than in the ser- 
vice of morality and in the interests of human life. No small 
debt is due to those who have strengthened thé hand of justice, 
and directed its shafts yet more unerringly to the heart of 
guilt. It is thus that crime is prevented ; it is thus that lifeis — 
saved. If it were everywhere known that crime cannot elude © 
justice—that the skill to detect is greater than the hardihood 
to perpetrate—that punishment does indeed, and of necessity, 
follow guilty practice, it cannot be doubted that the safeguards 
of life and health would be materially increased, and that poi- 
soning would cease in the land. It is well to note strongly 
and to publish whatever tends to confirm this now established : 
fact of the persistence of vegetable and so-called secret 

w no longer secret, but bare to the eye of science, — 
and self-betrayed to the mere tyro in chemistry. St:ychnineis' 
largely used by sporting men to get rid of vermin, and their™ 
experience of its effects on animals may be pressed into the 
service of the toxicologist, A writer in The Review, who’ — 
has had twenty years’ experience in the use of it, gives an im- 
teresting account of its effects on birds and animals, and mem- 
tions one or two facts which are of importance, Iv will be re- 
membered that Messrs. Rogers and Girdwood obtained strych- — 
nine from bony tissue long after death and putrefaction, whem 
it had been administered in moderate doses during life. The 
sporting writer says—‘‘1 once knew a greyhound hitch poisoned — 
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pletely bare of flesh, it having been eaten off by hoddie crows for 
whom the bait had been originally laid three months previously, 
poisoned with strychnine, and which had destroyed hundreds 
of them.” Thus, then, we have an additional testimony to the 
remarkable manner in which these vegetable poisons permeate 
all the tissues, retaining all their original powers and reactions, 
and to so great an extent that this one bone, after three months, 
contained enough of strychnine to poison a greyhound. This is 
a very significant lesson to whomsoever might have been de- 
luded into a notion that the alkaloid poisons fade and ‘‘ tell no 
tales;” they remain to bear witness, and, at the summons of 
the chemist, they start out and reveal themselves in response 
to every test which he applies. 


BATHING NO NUISANCE. 


Four lads have been brought before the judgment-seat of 
the law charged with an offence which, if it be expressed in 
the strong language of the complainants, implies a moral no 
less than a legal misdemeanour. The scene of the offence was 
Forest-hill, and the day one of intense summer heat; the ther- 
mometer standing at 100°, and the air so sultry that men long 
resident in India and in Australia proclaim themselves unequal 
to endure the heat. On such a day did these four lads, being 
sons of people residing at Sydenham, resolve to lave themselves 
in the *‘ cool and temperate flood ;” and for this purpose chose 
a stream where no public right exists for wayfarers, and 
fifty yards from the backs of the nearest heuses, Never- 
theless, some people coming to this spot resolved that it was 
an indecency and a nuisance so to bathe, and the boys were 
incontinently transported to Greenwich, there to receive fitting 
punishment. Fortunately, no ignorant Justice Shallow was 
on the bench, but a sensible and intelligent police-magistrate, 
Mr. Secker, whose admirable remarks in discharging the boys 
entitle him to public thanks. 

Bathing is an admirable and healthful practice, and swim- 
ming a useful and manly exercise, to be encouraged on all con- 
venient and proper occasions, There is a great deal of offensive 
prudery occasionally manifested in such matters, and much 
more of selfishness and want of consideration. In this case, 
Mr. Secker justly observed that he could not see that the lads 
had committed any offence or outrage upon public decency in 
following those healthful exercises which it was necessary that 
lads of their age should enjoy. The public, it appeared, had 
no right of way, and “if persons in their walks experienced a 
nuisance such as that stated, they could avoid it by walking 
in another direction up the hill.” It is not to be forgotten 
that even the banks of the aristocratic Serpentine — emi- 
nently a public thoroughfare—are given up to the bathers 
at certain hours; and surely this example may have some 
weight with the dignitaries of Forest-hill. 

MEDICAL EXCERPTA FROM CIVIL SERVICE 
ESTIMATES. 


Tue estimates for the Civil Services for the year ending 
31s: of March, 1860, have just been printed. They include 
an estimate of superannuation and retired allowances, and gra- 
tuities for charitable and other purposes. Amongst those 
bev earnagee a medical interest, we find the following: —Army 

: Mr. James Wade, surgeon, Millbank; age at retire- 
ment, 57; £125 per annum; ill health. — Colonial convict 
establishments: Dr. J. W. Agnew, £55 per sanum; Mr. Cor- 
nelius Carey, £123; Dr. G. Everett, £77; Mr. G. F. Hurton, 
£100 2, 6d.— Retirements by reduction : Dr. Thos. Turner, 

Commissioner of Lunacy, is superannuated at the age of 84, 
after ten years’ service, at £1500 per annum, on £375 per 
annum; Mr. Bacot, the late Inspector of Anatomy, at the age 
of 76, after fifteen years’ service at £300 » year, retires with 


£15,865, distributed in the following proportions, and in ac- 
cordance with the recommendations of the Commission of 
Inquiry appointed in 1855, in pursuance of the report of the 
House of Commons of 1854 :— 


Westmoreland Lock Hospital .. £2,600 
Rotunda Lying-in Hospital . . be 700 
Coombe Lying-in Hospital ... 200 
House of Industry Hospitals... 7,600 
Cork-street Fever Hospital ... .. 2,500 
The Meath Hospital .. - tie 600 
St. Mark’s Ophthalmic Hospital 100 
Dr. Steevens’ Hospital .. 1,300 
Total for Hospitals £15,600 

Board of 
£16,865 


In addition to this, £2717 will probably be required to be 
voted, to pay to the treasurers of public infirmaries in Ireland 
the allowances granted by 5 Geo, III. ¢, 20 (Irish), 47 Geo. ITI. 
c. 50, and 49 Geo, III. ¢. 36; these allowances will be dis- 
continued by the Medical Charities Act, 14 and 15 Vict. c. 68, 
when the officers receiving them at the time of passing that 
Act shall cease to hold their respective offices. The distribu- 
tion is as follows: twenty-eight infirmaries at £59 ls. 10d. 
each, making £2494 lls. 4d.; and five at £44 10s. 11d. each, _ 
making £222 14s. 7d. 


THE VICTIMS OF CANCER.CURERS. 

Tue black doctor, whom M. Velpeau allowed to occupy the 
public eye, standing upon the pedestal of Fame which is the 
heritage of the Hépital de la Charité and its professors, and 
then strove hastily and regretfully to dethrone from the 
eminence to which he had raised him, has at last sunk into the 
gulf which, sooner or iater, awaits impostors, The patient 
upon whose case he stood defiant, declaring her cured of the dis- 
ease which is so pitiless and so unforgiving, has succumbed, like 
many other victims. Upon the slender thread of her life hung 
his fame and fortune; when she rallied for a moment, ali Paris 
flocked to him; her husband, M. de Rougemont, became his 
apostle and missionary in the highest circles, The pretender 
was summoned, it is said, to the person of the Emperor, and 
permission given him to practise his follies upon the Imperial 
patient. Letters from Paris assert that the Emperor sent for 
him before starting for the Army of Italy, and expressed him- 
self so confident of his successful treatment that he delayed 
his departure in order to follow it up. This circumstance gave 
the black doctor an impetus of fashion, but the vogue has been 
deserting him gradually, and the four hundred patients of to- 
day have diminished to a few of the more obstinately credulous 
who still continue to pay their money and believe. 

As an appendix to the tale of this temporarily successful 
pretender, we append some extracts from the advertisement 
of a local tailor in Ayr, who is ambitious apparently of a like 
notoriety and a similar career :— 

** CANCER, AND ITs CunE.—At the very earnest solicitations 
of many of whom I have cured of the above disease, and others 

ve ii ci am 
of merit to for my mode of 
ie to a learned from whom it 
_— my family, and has been successively handed down 
a few of them after the most celebrated of the ical_profes- 
sion in Scotland had done their best without success, Hitherto 
wae a w is a nature 
tho the growth or cancer, and loosens 
its fibres or claws to such an extent that it is soon completely 


sloughed out, like a weed out of a soft soil, leaving a clean, 
healthy whlch oven, an looks the 
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THE VACCINATION ACT AND ITS DEFICIENCIES, 
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same as the surrounding parts. This treatment equally applies 
to lupus, and many other external growths 
nature. 


ould respectfully state 
in my treatment » which I could wish to 
man, further than the ingredients used 


“J shall now ‘ouly add, in committing the above information 
of pecuniary interest, as my business makes ms: perfectly inde- 
ything connected with the treatment of cancer. 
Watson, clothier, 23 & 25, Newmarket-sireet, Ayr.” 


THE VACCINATION ACT AND ITS 
DEFICIENCIES. 


(COMMUNICATIONS OF MR. RICHARD GRIFFIN WITH THE PRIVY 
COUNCIL, THE POOR-LAW BOARD, AND THE REGISTRAR- 
GENERAL. ) 

12, Royal-terrace, Weymouth, July Ist, 1859. 
My Lorps anp Geytiemen,—The Right Hon. the Earl of 
Shaftesbury having, during the last session of Parliament, 


receive payment from the guardians, provin 
called the attention of Government to the defective ial eee of the public vaccin 


vaccination, I have been induced to examine the public records | be so irksome that it is not complied with. 


on the subject, and find that from the inefficient state of the 
registers it is impossible to arrive at any accurate conclusion as 
to the extent to which vaccination is performed in England 
and Wales. To obviate this deficiency, and insure a perfect 
system of vaccination, requires that a joint committee should 
be appointed by your honourable Boards, in order that uniform 
regulations may be issued, and then would cease that curious 

egistrar- issuing on one 
branch of the legislature, 

I to wubant thatthe present aystem require amendment 

wing 
t order id be withdrawn which directs a medical 
man to fill up two sets of certificates—the one for the parent 
(No. I), the second for the meer (No. 2), with their dupli- 
cates on the fly-leaf; also, 3 and 4, in the case of the 
public vaccinator, who has the additional task of making two 
sets of entries in his book for the guardians. The length of 
time occupied in completing these documents is of so serious a 
nature that many medical men refuse to fill them up, as will 
be seen by examining the accompanying table, _— shows 
that although 411, 268" vaccinations were paid for —_ 
only 376,798 were returned to the registrars, yd 
very many of these were furnished by medical men who did not 
proving incontestabl 

the order is felt 


VACCINATION STATISTICS. 


Numiber {Sumber} ‘Total | | 
Number Number of suc- |number of cessful | Total 
Population | Births in| Deaths of Deaths of  jsuccessful) cessful |s Vaccina- | yaccina-| Vaecina- | Vaccination i 
of the eo Sper | children) during | children | vaceina- |vaccina-| vaccina-| tions | tigng | tions fees z 
DIVISIONS, Unions cent. | alive at | the first | alive at | tions tions | tions | recorded | hy the | by the for the year ‘a 
in ty under 3} the end in the end | during | afier | bythe | by the | publie | Public ended Fi 
1857, . |months.| of 3 life, | of12 | the first the first pavlic registrars, Yacci. | vacci- Sept. 1857. . 
lite life. nators. 
2,359,185) 100, 8,022) 192, 13,931, 86,351) 41,976) 6,441) 48,417 324) 1,577| 49,994) £2,507 17 3ils. 0. 
1,627,091 3,520| 40, 7,104 36,884) 20,081) 7,122) 27,203 27,192, °758| 27,961] 3,229 11 11 
th Midland.| 1,230,151) 41,276, 3,302) 37,97 6,478, 34,798) 18,170, 5,103) 23,273! 19,569! 841) 24,114) 2,974 12 6 
1,113,410 36, 489) 2,918; 33,571 5,512 30,977; 15,198) 6,567; 21,765) 15, 1,529) 23,294] 2213 8 5 0. 
Western.) 1,802,454) 56,076) 4,486) 51, 7,145 49,031 25,340) 12, 34,951} 1,251) 39,017} 3,359 14 nil 9 
est Midland .| 2,134,771) 79, 6,345) 72, 13,588 65,747) 44,180) 15,504) 59,684) 46,985 1,962) 61, 4,008 5 1l 4 
orth Mi 1,210,409) 43,1 3,452) 39,701) 901) 36,252) 23,378) 6,107 26,496 291) 29,77 2,569 16 = 8 
Western, | 2,492,930) 100,935) 8,074) 92,864 19,310 $1,623) 57, 63,805) 66, 1,63} 64,911} 501014 91 6 
1,78>,662) 66,052) 5,284) 60,768 15,308 50,744) 37,054) 4,543) 41,597) 41,345 42, 3.444 2111 7 
968,624) 40, 3,224) 37,062) 5,991) 34,315} 23,733) 3,360) 27,093) 26,21 27,98 1,820 8 31 
j 
PAYMENTS MADE TO THE MEDICAL OFFICERS. 
or Orricers WHO RECEIVE 
£5 | £10 | £0 | £90 | £0 | £50 | £00 | £7 | | £0 £10) 
, DIVISIONS. Under | under | under | under | under | under | under | under | under | under under | £160 
£10 | £20 | £3 | £0 | £0 | £60 | £70 | £90 | £90 | £100 | £120 | 
M 15 27 4l 27 14 3 1 2 
South Midland ............ 99 97 84 13 8 per 
118 104 57 9 0 2 
4 South Western ............ 176 | 124 84 24 5 3 ie >i on 
J West Midland............... 87 | 103 79 40 13 9 1 1 Be 
North Midland ............ 73 | 9 | 53 | 15 6 | 
: North Western ............ 1 | 4 | & | 39 | 2 | 16 5 3 1 2 2 1 1 
ie 112 83 22 14 6 pin 1 ile 
Northern ...................-. 59 | 39 4 7 1 
: ge a REE 37 27 56 24 7 8 3 3 1 
é ei ally al 915 | 924 | 730 | 237 98 | 59 ll 9 5 3 2 1 1 
of I the birth of a child, should be abbreviated, and have No. | 
to Sa the printed pope (heat) sow appende | to its foot, the filling up the blanks therein 
> by the registrars to the parents, or other parties registering | with the names of the and parent and the residence, 


VOLUME TIGHTLY BOUND 


**In closing the ab 
that there is nothing 
hide from any medical 

| 
| 
; 


Li 


public vaccinator, his fee in addition ; at least, 
a return to the regi of all public On the 
registrar a record of the vaccination in his books, he 


Should the public. paid 
accordance with the number 


duce, it will be necessary for the registrars to furnish the 
vaccinators with blank forms for revaccinations, and some 


1858, says—‘* Do not revaccinate per- 
have been efficiently vaccinated, unk 


some, and procrastination or 
they hear of some neighbour's child who is healthy “to be 
pom eel are the prevailing obstacles to surmount. It is, 
most desirable that at the expiration of a given 

port ay te twelve months from the birth of a child, for by 
most of the unhealthy will have ceased to exist, as 

105,634, or about one-sixth of all the registered births, die 


tricts, whose duty it should then m be to call upon th 
or other persons having the custody of those children 
upon them the necessity of immediate vaccination ; a 
compliance this request, he should make his retarn ac- 
comdingly r should forthwith sue for the penal- 
be produced to him that the 
cl isnot fit stats to be vaccinated the 


£5 per annum each, and many of these only a few shillings. 
Should a fresh Act of Parliament be introduced on the subject 
of vaccination, or a Medical Poor-law Bill be brought forward, 
as promised by the Right Hon. T. Sotheron Esteourt when Pre- 
sident of the Poor-law Board, I trust the subject of the pay- 
ment of the public vaccinators will be made a part of one of 
the said Bills, and a definite system laid down. At present the 
— are capriciously made, one board of guardians paying 
per vaccination, whilst another board gives 2s. 6d., or even 
higher. The annexed table shows this remarkable disparity of 
payment, even in whole divisions of the kingdom, In the 
south midland division, 2s. 6}d. is the average remuneration, 
whilst in the metropolis it is only ls. 0}d., and the officers of 
the union houses have no fees at all. With such a system it is 
no wonder the Acts of Parliament are so imperfectly carried 
out, As the labour of vaccinating and inspecting 500 cases 
would not occupy five times as long as 100 cases, I would sug- 
p merd- graduated scale of payment—say 2s. 6d. per case for the 
rst 100 cases per annum, 2s. per case up to the next 400, and 
above this ls. 6d. per case, and an extra sum to be allowed for 
all those cases vaccinated at a distance from the residence of 
the medical officer. Vaecinators not giving certificates of hav- 
ing performed vaccination when it has been successful, or giving 
a certificate without having ascertained by i on that the 
child has been te be to hen 
of 20s., recoverable in like manner as other fines under the 
Vaccination Acts, One half of all fines should go to the 


the ye and in 
‘public 


rule should be laid down as to the age 


My Lords and Gentlemen, 
Your obedient servant, 
Hon. The Privy Council, Garvin: 
vr The Poor-law Board, and 
The Registrar-General, 


Correspondence, 


andialteram partem.” 
THE TITLE OF “DOCTOR.” 
To the Editor of Tax Lancet. 


Str,—In your journal of the 9:h inst. is inserted a corre- 
spondence which has occurred between certain MDs of of 


Southampton, Professor Christison, of Edin’ and Dr. 
of Hawkins, the Registrar, concerning the i of the recently 
al College of sicians of Edin- 


pe 


int out. 
Dr. Christison, in his first letter, says—‘“ In 
right of assuming the title of Doctor can be acquired 
medical man only by uation at a university.” Tn the 
second, he says, again, he is “‘not aware of any ht, 
in law or in courtesy, by which » licentiate of the 
College of Physicians can call himself anion 
te of a university.” In the next 


corollary whi 
draws, that said licentiates, having no 
in En 


According to Dr. Christison’s own showing, and I presume 
he is the authority to whom they refer, all licentiates in Scot- 
land are called were called so before they became 


licentiates, 
they not, however, previously been called Doctors, I opine 
they would have considered themselves entitled to that desig- 
nation m “the title—-end it certainly i th ol 
e title—and it certain is the 

understood one— which y distin oa 
tioner of medicine from practitioner _ go surgery, is 
there in jastice or equity rendering it improper for the former. 
to assume the appelition ol Doctor when he becomes a 
constituted physician? It has long been a reproach to a 
profession that the trade-name of should attach to 
those members of it holding the best legal status. The exami- - 
nations and requirements at the Hall are, at least, equal to. 
these of St. Andrews, Aberdeen, for aught I know, to 
those of the | niversity of Edinburgh itself; and hence it is most. . 
_ that licentiates of the forme? body should take a lower 

fessional standing or title than those of the latter 
a. Tae be being the case—and it is universally admitted to 
se an except by the narrow minded,—I cannot see what in- 
justice would be done to the M.D.s ‘of these Universities by 
conferring on the licentiates of the Apotheearies’ Society the” 
title of Doctor, or one analogous to it and equally honourable. 
It would be, in 


sueing for the penalties, oe 


| Tae THE TITLE OF “ DOCTOR.” {Jute 18595 
g ‘leaving the other blanks to be filled up by the vaccinator | Trusting these suggestions, which are of a practical nature, 
‘oa tho On the return of | may meet with due consideration, 
i this paper to the registrar, he should be authorized to pay the I have the honour to be, 
+ vaccinator a. small.sum for the same, and, in the case of the 
al 
atx Dis name ap Of (a die-stamp Medi 
certificate, and give it to the child on application | 
og for it, he retaining the other half of the printed paper, which 
vy should contain the vaccinator’s receipt for his fee to produce to 
made. 
q Or: 
officer of the Privy Council, in the Ap- 
to hi 
>. sons who in infancy 
m years Of age; or if during any i 
danger of small-pox, more than twelve years 
age. 
It.has been said that a = peg on the of the 
i i exists against vaccination ; but, as far as ans me t= discrepancies in these communications, which I hope you will | 
i f this is not the case, except with the very few. Apathy with 
4 
| 
mg voc Urst year of lille) Guarveriv list 108e en iving, e sSimpie reason 18, at, un tew weeks ago, no 
and not registered as vaccinated, should be made out by the at all as an un- 
graduated licentiate o ysicians.” 
. | Now, Sir, if such an individual has not existed, how can the 
} right of title by ‘‘ courtesy” have been determined? The 
ae their university degree; and henee, althongh the licentiateship — 
| might give an equal right in itself, it became merely confirma- 
tory of the previously existing title. 
a According to Dr. Christison’s own showing, the question of — 
a right by courtesy—as, of course, determined by usage—can 
De a ee n Sill. ng to pach 
; 4 case, in addition to the usual fee for vaccination if performed 
— Registrars who heve not registesedi.the birth of 
_ child, receiving certificates of vaccination, sheald be ordered 
bie _ to forward duplicates of them to the registrar of the place| The Southampton triumvirate are equally inconsistent and 
a where the child’s birth was registered. As many vaccination | illogical when they say—‘* We have the fullest authority for 
i¢ districts are so small that it is impossible to keep up a supply | stating that, in Scotland, ungraduated licentiates are, neither 
of lymph from their own population, it is desirable when va- 
{ . cancies' occur amongst public vaccinators, which average 270 immediately after prefix their de: jon of the gentle- 
i 7 annually, the smaller districts should be united. By the table | manly remonstrance of Dr. Hawkins & saying, “ this Fring a 
i ? ; it will be seen there are 915 vaccinators who receive less than | new thing,” &c. 
ie 
| 
q 
| legitimate practitioner of medicine, shonld take the highest 


Tar Lancet,]) ON THE SELECTION OF WET NURSES FROM AMONG FALLEN WOMEN, {Jury 16, 1869. — 


ly understood title accorded to members of this branch 

the profession. 
I would ask Sir, how it is, if the M.D. consider the 
licentiateship as essentially inferior to the University degree, 


to prevent the practice 

long been obsolete, and is now defunct ; yet we see 
D.s applying for the licence are even increasing in 
cursorily to the applica- 
it 


has been made by the Southampton tri- 
induce it to take 
of 


which 


to the Uni 
vent the assumption of the title of Dector 
physicians. If any such steps are 
en, they will not only be futile, but the University will 
better arguers than Drs, Christison, 
have hitherto proved themselves to be, 


Medicine—the greater merely containing the less. 
not take this position, I only assert the perfect equality 
two; but certainly if the M.D.s assume any superiority 
advantage, this will be but a mild and legitimate retort 
the part of the licentiates of the Colleges of Physicians. 
I am, Sir, your obedient servant, 
Josern Sreruens, L. R.C.P.E. &c. 

Grampound, Cornwall, July 1) th, 1859. 


A NEW PLAN FOR THE MANAGEMENT OF 
PRIVATE LUNATIC ASYLUMS. 
To the Editor of Tue Lancet. 

Str,—Some change is desirable in order to place private 
asylums and insane individuals in their proper position before 
blic. Isend you the outline of a the only or the 

chief objection to which is the cost, and is less the 
nation wastes in the conversion and reconversion of a couple of 


men-of- war. 
Ist.—I would recommend that all pri asylums should be 


amas the nation and licensed, and managed hereafter 
an enlarged and much improved Board of Commissioners of 
Board, after a fair public examination of their fitness. 
3rd.—That they should all receive fixed salaries, in nowise 


the applicant. 
utting up su e@ present ums (after purchasing 

Ghent) Gre net in ‘providing ethers © 

the of should the 
— the payments of inmates to 

expenes, not of the particular howe, bet ofall collectively. 
—That ample visiting and managing be given to 

are as authority, in matters of money and gene- 

t. 


managemen 
I believe a of this nature would meet every objection— 
that even y it would pay its own cost, and enable 


ion and treatment for 
I think 


Fe 


Board; and interest could be obtained for the purckase 


i an outline of practicable plan 


Hewry Laypor, L.R.C.P.E., 
Southsea, July, 1859, Late of Heigham Ketreat. 


SELECTION OF WET NURSES FROM AMONG 
FALLEN WOMEN. 
To the Editor of Tue Lancer. 


* Pro re Nata,” in Tue Lancer of June 25th, questions the 
logical correctness of Dr. Routh’s reasoning, and leaves his 
readers to judge between them. I believe that ‘‘ Pro re Nata,” 
in his strictures, has not touched Dr. Routh’s line of argumen- 
tation at all. May I, therefore, beg a little space to show 
wherein I conceive his remarks to be illogical and false ? 


(1.) The first stricture is, ‘‘ That the comparison between a 
vital fluid, like the blood and milk—a mere secretion, not more 
likely to be charged with moral venom than any other—than 
the saliva, for example—is a very falee one.” 

Now, I think this comparison is of *‘ Pro re Nata’s” own 
making, and that in muting it as a part of Dr. Routh’s 
argument he is guilty of what logicians call the fallacy of non 
causa pro causa in the form of non tali protali. Dr. Routh’s 
argument does not at all require that *‘ milk,” a mere secre- 
tion, should bear comparison with a ‘‘ vital fluid like the 
blood ;” but that the nature of the food taken should affect 
the character of the recipient. Let ‘‘ Prore Nata” show that 
the milk of the mother is not affected by her own character 
and habits, and that the child fed upon the milk is not affected 
by the character of its food, and he will then logically weaken 
Dr. Routh’s positi 

(2.) The second stricture appears to me to admit quite suffi- 
cient to upset the other three altogether. It is this: ‘‘ Where 
a nurse's milk has, by emotion or some other cause,” been 
altered im nature, it may give rise to diarrhea or other dis- 
turbance in the animal economy of the suckling. Granted ; 
but surely:the tendency to diarrhea need not imply any great 


Granted again ; but an influence upon the child is admitted, 
from the nature of the food taken ; and this is ive 
Dr. Routh’s pesition. It remains for “‘ Pro re Nata” to show 
that a tendency to ‘‘ moral turpitude” is not, as Dr. Routh con- 
tends, engendered by feeding upon the milkoef'a woman whose 
nature has already received an immoral bent. To satisfy all 
correct reasoners, something more than ridicule will be re- 
quired to show that this is not-the case. Actual cases, enu- 
merated to prove that such like antecedents have been followed 
by similar consequences, are not.so to be set aside. 

(3.) The third stricture is, “ Until it be proved that the 
breast milk of Sally Jones, , differs from that of Mrs. 
Jones, matron, in the same egree that veget=ble food differs 
from animal, I cannot allow him to deduce any practical con- 


support it? What/has “ Pro re Nata” advanced to show that 
Dr. Reath has ‘wrought 


under heavy penalties, have power on any pres 
should, under heavy penalties, have power on any pretence to 
t these very M.D.s, both English and Scotch, are so anxious | keep people certified as insane. The Board could then adopt 
to obtain the former, already possessing the latter? It is not | any plan, such as the single cotags or villages in proper 
likely that, possessing the major, they would be so solicitous of localities, or any other they may think best. 
acquiring the minor qualification. ‘The right of the Colleges of | I am sure that no other plan than that of purchase and na- 
Physicians tional management will remedy the existing evils. Much 
licence has! would depend upon the formation of tae new Board, and the 
that the M spirit in which it would work. Power should be given to some 
number. | judge or other person to fix the price of purchase if the seller 
|| concl and Board cannot agree, and the sale should then be compul- 
i= 
| 
will convipee a court of law, or the public either, t | 
, | Sre,—Mr. Acton suggested as a means of reclaiming ‘‘ fallen 
| women,” that they might be an a as wet nurses. Dr. 
} | Routh, in a very able article, voured to show that the 
; child would thereby be exposed to the danger of inheriting the 
| propensities of the nurse, because of the influence the milk 
m 
st 
4th. —That the officers should be removable from one asylum 
to another at the pleasure of the Board, whereby great advan- 
tage would result to the inmates from the occasional change of 
the head of the asylum, and great relief to the medical officer 
of scene, 
—That the public should have the power of choosing 
what asylum they should place their relatives in, and that the | 
Board should give advice and information to every applicant | 
as to which asylum is most suited to the means aaiietee of | 
y e now not able to pay for it 
| 
the proprietors of private asylams will | clusion therefrom in favour of his dogma.” 
their interest in their houses at a fair valoation, Bat why not? Animal food, it is admitted, affeets the 
ee oe “* temper of animals and their instincts” differently from that of 
might be entrasted to manage some or | a vegetable kind. Need the difference, then, between.the 
houses under the new system. I think the whole | breast milk of Sally Jones, spinster, and Mrs. Jones, matron, 
: resent asylu.os would not exceed £250,000, mach | necessarily be the same in degree to make Dr. Routh’s conelu- 
' ould be returned a re-sale of those houses | sion a legitimate one? or will not even a difference in bind 
mear towns. And if £500,000—what then? The 
“present owners have profit on the outlay, and so would the ‘ 


ignoran 
obliged, I am sure, for any light he may have to throw upon 
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forward arguments, from experience, analogy, and testimony. 

to show that it does. 

(4) The apology of Dr. Routh for arguing too much as a 
ialist, will not, I think, 


and matter, and how the one acts upon the other, are ques- 
tions that enter into the very heart and soul of the point in 
debate ; in fact, the question is one upon which—without con- 
siderable i i i , and the difference 

th, in his apology, 


quaintance with 


represents. 
If he has made any 
discovery u important and interesting topic, 
of men, who have confessed their i ce here, will feel 
it. Meanwhile, it seems to me, that ‘* Pro re Nata” is trying 
to set aside arguments drawn from experience and testimony— 
the strongest of all evidence--by putting in objections that 
have no better foundation than mere h ical conjecture to 
test upon. 
Notwithstanding the fact that I am inclined to take the 
view of Dr. Routh in this question, I beg to subscribe myself, 
Sir, your obedient servant, 

ONE WHO CAN FEEL FOR THE FALLEN, AND IS AS DESIROUS 

July, 1859, AS ANYONE TO RAISE THEM UP AGAIN, 


ON A CASE OF ENCEPHALOCELE. 
To the Editor of Tae Lancet. 


—Having within the last twelve months seen two cases 
encephalocele reported in Tue Lancet, it has occurred to 
that a delineation of the peculiar features of the malforma- 
ion might prove acceptable to many of your readers. 


in.; circumference at 
The case from which I took the accompanying sketch fell 
under my notice eight years since, and was attended with very 
much the same train of symptoms as that of Mr. J. B. Thom- 
son, reported in Tue Lancer of the 28th May; therefore I will 
not the notes I took at the time, as they would be little 
more a repetition of what is so well given by him. 


CONVICTION AND SENTENCE OF WATTERS 
AND EDWARDS FOR CONSPIRACY 
AND FRAUD. 


CENTRAL CRIMINAL COURT. 
7TH, 1859.— (Before the Recorder.) 


John Nichol Watters and Claude Edwards, 27, 
scribed as su were indicted for ini 


HE 


times, but did not see Watters. He said he 
did not. They gave her some more medicine, and w 


sent him a lawyer's letter. 

Several other witnesses were called, and proved that they 
had been defrauded by the prisoners in a similar way. To one 
of them the prisoner Edwards said, ‘* Our specific for ear dis- 
eases is a Chinese remedy, which we discovered when over 
there.” Another applicant he pressed to become a life sub- 
scriber to their infirmary. 

ti 


jury at once found them both guilty. 

It was stated that Watters had above twenty years ago been 
charged with arson, and had suffered six months’ imprisonment 
for making a false declaration respecting a surgeon’s certificate. 
The Recorder sentenced them each to eighteen months’ im- 
prisonment. 


COURT OF QUEEN’S BENCH. 
lira. 


CHARGE OF MALTREATMENT AGAINST A SURGEON. 
NOBLE v, DAVENPORT. 
tion in for 


Tuts was an action to recover compensa’ 
the alleged maltreatment of the plaintiff's wife by the defend- 
ity.” 
Me Lush, Q.C., and Mr. Hannon were counsel for the 
plaintiff; Mr. Tindal Atkinson and Mr. Murphy were for 
r. in 
a blacksmith, 
village. On a Sunday morning in August, 1855, 
wife (who is near sixty years of age) and iding i 
cart, when the horse fell, and the wife met with an accident 
to her wrist. On her arrival home, the defendant was sent 


Lam, Sir, your obedient servant, 
Steyning, Sussex, July, 1869. Epmunp Youre, M.R.C.S, 


i int,” in the eyes of those acquainted with philosophy, as a 
i Pr re Nata” seems to imagine. The laws affecting mind PY 
| 
neces, & ‘defraud divers. 
consider competen Mr. F. H. Lewis ; Mr. J. Doyle and Mr 
Dr. Forbes Winslow's testimony that criminal children are The first case gone into against the prisoners w 
often the offspring of mad parents, is not so wide of the point, | Miss Hanley, who stated that in consequence of an 
ment which she saw she went to Spring-gardens, to 
lishment called the Ear Dispensary. On the door th 
| brass plate with the name of Dr. Watters. The d 
“opened to her by a footman, and she first saw Edwa’ 
| showed her in to Dr. Watters, She told him she had 
| consult him about a deafness under which she labow 
| at that time wore trumpets, and he, after looking at 
: | said that she would not want them after the next 
i | that he had cured himself, and had that day seen sixty pa- 
iy. | Edwards gave her a receipt. She said to Edwards that 
ee | did not cure her she should call again; and he said, * 
bik | Watters says it will cure you, it will.” They gave her 
[ q lotion, but it did her no good, She afterwards ~ apm 
i to give 30s., but she would not. She saw a dark man that 
®§ time. At last she again saw Dr. Watters, and he said he 
i | pd would send her some more medicine, but he did not, and she 
| 
| 
: be in court, and sworn to be only soap and urine, in some instances 
evidence against prisoners, which was gone into 
t length, established the conspiracy, and the 
q 
| 
a | for, who, on examining the arm, came to the conclusion that 
‘a it was broken about three inches from the elbow, (although in 
_ reality it was not so, the carpal bones only having been dis- 
_ located,) and that something was the matter with the wrist 
_ j also, The defendant, on gasing the injury, immediately put 
| the arm between two splints, daged it'tghtly, some 
q lotion, and went away. The defendant called Rn day to 
f vi day. He continued the arm in bandages, using bran poultices, 
gin-and-water and vinegar lotions, fomentations, &c.; but no- 
wB thing was done to the wrist. The plaintiff's wife continued to 
H i . suffer extreme pain, and to get worse daily. About the middle 
| 
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PARLIAMENTARY INTELLIGENCE.—INDIA. 


[Jury 16, 1859. 


of ber the plaintiff that other advice should 
be called i The Hefendant stout that time had eaid that he 


an opinion 
soon get better. About a week 
that Mr. Turner should be sent for, but the 
j ing it was of no use to call in such a 


Pike jery ultimately returned a verdict for the defendant. 


Parliamentary Intelligence. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Mowpay, 
POOR-LAW BOARDS (PAYMENT OF DEBTS) BILL. 
Mr. Grurrs moved the second reading of this Bill, and ob- 


served that its principle was adopted by the late Government. 


Mr. Watren called attention to the second clause, which 


pe ‘e moved that the Bill be read a second time that 


that equity and justice required 
pass the Bill, that when there was 


i ing put, that the Bill be now read a second 
i ouse divided : there were for the second reading, 60; 
against it, 43; majority for second reading, 17. 
PUBLIC HEALTH BILL. 
This Bill was read a third time, and passed. 


Tvusspay, Jury 12rn. 
BERINGTON’S KNAPSACKS. 


i -q 
Mr. 8. Hersert said that knapsacks with Berington s slings 
had been first tried at Chobham in 1855, on which occasion 


jected pressure 
was his (Mr, S. Herbert’s) opinion 
yet received a fair trial. (Hear, hear. ) 
ought to be issued Fe 
nion of the men themselves taken on 


introduced to public notice in the pages of this journal ; 
that it was then stated that the opinions of the men who 
worn Mr. Berington’s gear were unanimously in its favour. } 


INDIA. 
WE publish from the ‘ Mili Chronicle” of the Englishman 
(Caleutta journal) of March 31st last gratifyi 
a iati Lord of the services 


partments, who have been employed in the field, or who ha 
elsewhere furthered the service by their exertions in providi 
ledgments vernment of India for the important ser- 
vices they have rendered. 

To his Excellency the Right Hon. the Governor-General. 

Head Quarters, Camp, Lucknow, Feb. 21st, 1869. 

—The military operations in the i 
hich ensued on the 


great departments of the military administ 

g campaigns are under and great obligations. I 
Medical and Commissariat Departments. 


honour to be, my Lord, 
Your most obedient and humble servant, 
GENERAL, 
East Indies. 


GovEeRNMENT BY THE LIEUTENANT 
Goversor or Bencat. — March 22nd: Mr. R. Pringle to be 
ivi i ; Mr. B. K to be 


ught the arm would have to come off, and Dr. Thomas was 
seat for, who, receiving the defendant’s statement of the nature Py L. Vervow asked the Secretary of State for War 
of the injury knapsacks with Berington’s slings attached had not 
wife would been tried at Aldershott, and whether any re had been 
tiff 
as that, and recommended Dr. Bowers. That gentleman ; 
and enw the wife, bus net 
examine the arm, receiving as accurate the defendant's state- | and a board appointed to report on them gave it as their opi- 
ment. Dr. Bowers advised leeches, &c., and went away. | nion that the disadvantages of the slings more than counter- 
Throughout September and October the patient continued to | balanced the oseainges. After that an alteration was made 2 
and on Oct, 30th the plaintiff informed defendant | in them, but still the In r-General of the Medical Depart- 
useless for him to continue ony Soe and sent Nevertheless, it 
wers, who accordingly attended her. He then ex- ings had not as 
arm, and on taking off the splints he found the arm ought that they 
ever been broken, but the wrist dislocated, and, as it had ber, and the opi- 
set at the proper time, it was impossible to do so. Povapeoh 75 
cramped from the use of ear, hear, 
bandages want of setting, as the patient con- t will be Jlected that Beri ’ 
ued to get worse, in December Teener wes fa, 
gentleman and Dr. Bowers continued their attend- 
her. They then found the case was hopeless, and 
it was ouflering extreme agony. At that time the 
become fixed, and the fingers so stiff that one of ee eS SLE ee 
ed in yes te straighten it. Her suffering was so — 
ree intense that it the nervous system materiall 7. sae a 
mest lamentable result had followed, Bey a the 
neglect of treatment or not it was impossible to say. poor . 
woman was unable to get any sleep for fourteen days and | 
nightie, and ob Inst, on predicted , sleep came upon her, and she | 
asylum, with no hope 
of recovery. action was therefore brought to recover His Excellenc : "C = - 

. » y the Governor-General in Council has much 
compensation in damages for the alleged maltreatment of the | satisfaction in publishing the accompanying letter from the 
wrist. Right Hon. the i in which Lord Clyde 

learned counsel then called several witnesses in support warmly recommends the medical and commissariat departmente 
e (rie, defendant had summoned the plaintiff | to the notice of the Government of India, 
= odd, the amoun charges, She 1 to te the 
Director-General, Dr. Forsyth ; to Inspector-General of her 
the evidence for the plaintiff, Majesty's Hospitals, Dr. Linton, C.B.; to Colonel Ramsay 
neon submitted that the plaintiff had made out no | }.4. Commissary-General, and to Lieutenant-Colonel Thomson, 
jury; having proved | © B. the present Commissary-General of the Bengal Army ; 
a ae mags wrist. and to all the Officers of the Medical and Commissariat De- 
was then given on the part of the defendant to 
show that the wrist was not dislocated, and that only one of 
the bones was fractured, and that his treatment was right and 
wae eee now brought to a close, I have the greatest satis- 
commending warmly to your Excellency’s protec- 
pqually in the matters of general organiza- 
al arrangements. The Director-General, 
Inspector-General of her Majesty's Forces, 
Ca'zutta, have worked successfully to 
The question was, whether the ratepayers who had paid their regimental medica aed 
rates should be made to suffer for the defalcations of collectors | their noble profession, and the reputation for self.sacrifice which 
r belongs to the surgeons of her Majesty's armies—a reputation 
which is maintained in the field on all occasions, as well as in 
eye the most trying circumstances of the hospital. ; 
Mr. Estoourt con (The remainder of the letter refers to the Commissariat De- 
that the House should partment. ) 
any defalcation the | I have 
but on the whole union. The second clause, to which excep- 
pay off debts, once for which had been justly incurred 
within a certain period. ae 
ORDERS BY THE es | Governor or Tue N. W. 


= 


= 
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Provinces.—At the recommendation of the 
Surgeon, Cawnpoor Cirele, Dec. 4th, Assistant-Surgeon J. 
Sewell, M.D., arrived at Allahabad from 
directed to proceed, without and assume the aetioal 
charge of the civil and military duties at Etawah. Dr. Sewell 
received the medical charge, of the auxiliary levy and of the 
civil establishment at Etawah on the 14th of December last. 
APppornTMENT.—Surgeon Deas, of the 3rd Bombay Light 
to perform the civil medical duties of 
Jhansi, during the absence, on sick certificate, of Assistent- 
Nayler, or until farther orders. 


newspaper, states that wi he. passed through the Thure 
Parkur districts in N. W. India, he observed a plant peculiarly 
abundant, called keep or khip, free from thorns, and having 
for its flower a minute greenish and yellow flower, with five 
fleshy petals, The natives of the Tharr weave the piant into 
coarse ropes. A v fine fibre could be obtained from the 
khip plant, extremely white and fine, of good length, and 
strong when twisted into thread. Witli a little patience, and 

of water, he succeeded, in about half an hour, in getting 
white tow, with fibre equal to: cur best hemp: 


Rovat Socrety.—The gentlemen were elected 
Feliows of this Society on Thursday, June 9th :— 


Esq., Barrister, St. Leonard’s- 


Frepericx Crace CaLvert, F.C.S., Professional Che- 
mist, Oxford-road, Mancheste: 

J. Carrer, Esq., Surgeon EL Service, Bombay. 

Dovenas Garton, Esq., Cap tain R.E., Chester-street, London. 

Wa. Brep MD. F. RSE, F.C.S., Bristol. 

Geo. Murray Humpueey, MB, S.E., Cambridge, 

Taos. Sterry Esq., AM.. Chemist, Montreal, Canada. 

Joms Dennis MacponaLp, -Surgeon 

Wa. M.B. Lond., tary ©.S., Chemist, Ken- 
Bi -road, London. 

Rosr. Parrerson, M.R.LA., Belfast. 

Jom~ Peny, Esq. Lewisham. 

Sr Rom, her Britannic Majesty's Consul, 


Thos, M.LD., F.R.C.P., Henrietta-street, Cavendish-. 


uare. 
nil. intendent Great Seal Patent- 
office, Fulwood ege, St. John’s-wood. 


Wm. Youtanp, Esq., Lieut.-Col. R-E., F.R.A.S., Inspector 
of Railways under Board of Trade, Westbourne: park, 


Royrat Cotter or Surezons.—The following 
men, having undergone the necessary examinations 
were admitted members of the College, at a meeting 
the Court of Examiners on the Ist inst. :— 
Catrun, jun., Highbury- Islington. 
Cou.rises, Francis Gina, 
Crotry, Connenrus, Dublin. 
Haves, Hawxesiey Rocue, Bandon, county Cork. 
Wa. Matcom Grey, Nassan, New Providence, 


Bahamas. 
Norr, Francis, Lucas-road, Kennington-park. 
Nunn, [xworth, Suffolk. 


Rumnop, Tuomas, Chiswell-street, Finsbury -square. 


Af the same meeting of the Court, Mr. Jomyw ope 


viousl boom admitted member of the College, 
diploma bearing te Jume 1th, 1849. 


‘Apornecartes’ Hatt.—The following centlemen passed 
their examination in the science and practice of medizine, and 
received certificates to practise, on 

Thursday, July 7th, 1859. 
Mayor, Tuomas Ortanpo, Bristol. 
Smirtuwarre, GEORGE, Hargreaves-street, Burnley. 
Waters, Jonn, Great Russell-street. 

The following gentleman also, on the same day, passed his 
first examination :— 


MEDICAL NEWS, | (Jury 16, 1859. 
oseph Hen eans, vend was 
from the to of the shove on the 14th 


New Porcwase BY THE oF Surcrons.—We 
understand that at the recent sale at the Auction Mart, by 
Messrs. of the estates of 
Joseph Cantw extensive premises, No. 43, 
coln 6, Port -street, in the rear, 
purchased by voyal Surgeons. The tenure 
the property —— it being held for 875 years unexpired, 
at a peppercorn rent. 

ApporntMeNTs.—At a meeting of the medical staff of 
the held Surgeon of July, the com- 

liment of being elec onorary to that Company 
esa paid to Dr. W. Philpot Brookes, upon his resignation (on 
account of illness) of the surgeoncy of the C Chelveohoen district. 
—At a meeting of the visi of the county of 
Gloucester, Dr. Philson was elected Visiting Physician of the 
lunatic asylums of that county, in the place of Dr. Brookes, 

; and the following resolution was passed —* Resolved, 

That the Visitors cannot separate without expressing their 
sincere regret at the cause which has led to the retirement of 
Dr. Brookes as medical visitor to the Sandywell Lunatic Asy- 
lum ; and they desire to record their opinion of ear Bn able ~~ 
efficient manner in which he has at all times pe 
duties of his office.” Dv. Philson has also 
Surgeon to the General Hospital and Dispensary, 
Brookes, resigned. 

TestrmoniaL To Dr. Francis 
of the above-named gentleman been sub- 
on amongst the former pupils of the Mid 
in of that institution, to which be the 
post of physician for a period of thirty-five years, and cake veg 
which he bas recently retired on account of his 
~ office of ne to the een Council. The artist, who artist, who 

very successfully portrayed the worthy Doctor’s features, 
is Mr, J. Edgar Williams, 

Queen's Hosprrat, The foundation- 
stone of Queen's Hospital Chapel was laid last week, by the 
founder of the charity. It bears the following inscription :— 
‘* This corner-stone was laid on the 8th day of July, 1859, by 
William Sands Cox, F.R.S., the founder of Qneen’s 
Hospital, Birmi Birmingham. Architect, J. J. Bateman; 


TERM “ SuRGEON- Prosecution 
BY THE Lonpon MEpIcaL Jes himeclf Surgeon. Dent case 
against a draggist who styles himself *‘ Surgeon- Dentist,” pre- 
ferred by this Association, is, as we learn, to be heard shortly 
at the Lambeth Police Court. 

Tus Triat or Smeravest at the Central Criminal 
Court is postponed until the 15th of August. 

Action acatnst a Surcgon.—In the case Yeatman 
v. Dempsy, lately erie to recover damages against a surgeon 


for having contract to appear as a witness 
tn a jury gave the plaintiff £50 
damages. 


Treat to Hosrrtat Nurses.—The managers 
Hospital have this year, for the first time, 
we hope to see followed by other itals. On the 
the entire staff of day-nurses, forty in number, were 
commodious chars A-bane conveyed the nurses to their destina- 
of the palace, and seemed heartily to enjoy themselves. The 
pio-nio to be copanted tor the aight-aumes at 
and the “sisters” of the hospital wards are next week, we 
hear, to have a day at the Crystal Palace. 


Meetine oF THe Grascow Facurty or Mepicins.— 
Tre Recistration ory Dearus Acr.—At a meeting of the 

Hlasgow Faculty of Medicine, held in the Hall, St. Andrew- 
square, on Friday, the 8th inst.,—the President, Dr. Donald, in 
the chair,—the subject of the Registration «f Deaths Act was 
again brought up for consideration. 

Mr. D. Walker submitted a motion to the effect that the 
Faculty address « circular to every medical man in Scotland, 
urging the necessity of an immediate and organized system 
of petitioning Parliament for a —— of that elause of the 
Registration Act for Scotland which demands that the members 
of the medical profession shall grant certificates and fill up 
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Hospital Stag’: to be A ssistant- to the —John 
Adsetts, Gent.; Edward Harford 
MD., vice Tonnere ; Oliver Codri 

‘appointed to the Foot ; Drow: 
Gaaitiywice asterton, appointed to the 34th Foot ; John Ad- 
co, MD. view the Howison 


of Janu; 


D., vice ap- 
Gent., vice 


ae enry Dunsford, Gent., 
to Royal Artillery. 


Tit: Notsance at Monday 
eventing, July I1th, a public meeting was held at the Prince 
Albert Tavern, Haverstock-hill, for the purpose of taking into 
consideration the best measures to adopt for the most speedy 
abatement of the nuisance caused by the state of the 


own to remunerative manual mental 
or the discharge of household duties. The association does not 
intend to limit its operation to any particular locality. 

Tue Moruer or Mepicat Hero.— 
An appeal is made to the British lic by the widowed 
mother of the late Mr. Richard Blizard Power, Aasistant- 
Surgeon R.N., her only child, and her entire support in life, 
whose death was occasioned by the arduons duties in which he 
was'engaged in the Crimean war. He was ten years in the, 
service, was at the battle of the Alma, was at the storming of 
the forts of Sebastopol in H. M.S. Sanspareil, the on 


than 
surgeon on board. He received the 7) 
r of the ae, 


"Patriotic Fund a 


memorialized, 
to, and no relief obtained from 
either, as the claims 


do tot witha 


Lothbury, or at 43, Torrington-square, W.C. 
GaRpNER v. Goprrgy.—In the Insolvent Debtors’ 


Revative Rank or IN THE Frencn 
Navy. —An 


P 
of frigates and 
with lieut The commissaire adjoint, assistant- 
tor, and professor of medicine or of surgery, corres ~ 

e chefs de bataillon in the a Lieutenants of a 


considered upon a 


Heatran or Loxpon purine tas 
Satourpay, JuLy 9ru.—The London returns of mortality for 
the last three weeks exhibit a rapid increase. In the week. 
ending July 2nd, the deaths were 1024; last week they rose 
to 2 and exceeded the average (corrected for increase 


of 


early period of the year in 1] ‘ 
deaths of last week, there were 11 from summer cholera-—all, 
except 2, children. Snrall-pox was i 
scarlatina in 38, diphtheria in 9. 
95 years; and a man, formerly a private in 

died in the Westminster Workhonse onthe 2nd 
age is stated to have been 104 years. 9 childven died ftom the 
heat of the sun. 


Last week, the births of 833 boys poh aa 
children, were in London. In the ten corresponding 


mortality 
rate of 20 per 1000 living, In 
of the year 1855-58 the deaths ranged 

from 5,000 ; in the quarter {erminated they 
mean temperature 


13,724. The mean of last quarter was 54°1", 
is higher, of the same 
and is er any corresponding in 
three g years. Deaths arising from diseases of the 
respiratory organs (exclusive of phthisis) were decidedly low’ 
last quarter, for they numbered 1974, while were less 


not 
than 2217 in any of 


THOMAS M. WINTERBOTTOM, M.D. 


Dr. WixteRzoTTom expired at his residence at Weston, near. 
South Shields, on the Sth inst., after about a month's confine. 


still existed the affection in a chronic form, which was certain 
to undermine the little strength remaining, and prolong the 
bed of sickness to the bed of death. His. illness was, charac-. 
terized by the utmost patience, resignation, and’) cheerful- 
ness under suffering, even to the last. No murmur ever escaped 
his lips, and while the countenance sometimes betrayed ‘the in- 
ward pain, all his expressions overflowed with meek- 


and A Any 
“areas sub-inspectors of surgery, medicine, are 


ness, and contentment. “‘ I am as well,” he said one day, ‘‘ as. 
one can be who is about to take his last leap.” On the 6th of 


| 
| | 
June, rose 2 In the wee ocou 
a in the ‘sub-district of St. John, Westminster... It should: be 
= | obse however, that the complaint was as fatal at the same 
pr 
promoted on the Staffs ‘Alfred: Illingworth, Gent., vice 
+ Tothill, appointed to the 18th Foot; Robert Alexander Peter 
v7 :| Grant, Gent., vice O’Connell, appointed to the 83rd Foot; 
) Arthur Herbert Orpen, Gent., vice Hanbury, appointed to the 
45th. Fi 
ted 
| | weeks of the years 154 , the average ni r was 1433. 
Quarrserty Report or tHE 1x THE 
POLIS. —In the thirteen weeks that ended Saturday, July 2nd, 
fit | sewer running from Gospel-oak-fields, The resolution agreed 
- to ‘stated that the meeting viewed with alarm the existing 
ie state of the sewer, and that, inasmuch as many applications 
had been abled ph the vestry of St. 
ae) those assem themselves to steps to compel 
| Society ror Improving tHe Sociat ConpiTion oF. 
ae THe. Buixp.-—A blind class has been in operation at Camber- | Phthisis carried off nearly 2000 persons in the quarter; this 
h ' well for some months past, in order to test the practicability of number is high, and exceeds the aggregate mortality of other 
1] working out some of the ideas suggested by the above title. | pulmonary complaints, which apparently are mitigated by 
Ey most fatal disease in the list. The produced by. the 
q | zymotic class of diseases were 3135, whereas in the same quar- 
a | , ter of 1858 they were 3604; for though emall-pox and. scarla- 
have shown a decrease. 
oe) east districts, where the deaths from it rose to 96. "The dis- 
Ot triet of Bethnal-green, in that division, suffered most; there 
Be were also many deaths from this disease in Hoxton and Hag- 
eg gerstone. Of 173 cases in which diphtheria had a fatal issue, 
ql 159 occurred to young persons, 6 im the period of life 20-40 
and rheumatic fever were 109, which 
j is considerablv more than in corresponding quarters. These 
| from syphilitic disease also exbibit. an excess, In the two 
it more frequently than in three former springs. 
| the rules of the charity. ore Only remained for 
tf Power, under her deep affliction in mind, body, and estate, to * 
Certificates may be seen, and Obituary. 
4 : 4 ions received at the London and Westminster Bank, 
e plaintiff in the late action agaist Dr. Godfrey 
45 & applied to be discharged. The verdict upon the action having 
5 been given against the insolvent, he became liable to the costa, 
which amounted to £162, and thereupon took the benefit of | ™* 
i the Insolvent Act. The schedule having been sworn te, and | seized on the 12th of June with acute symptoms, which threat- 
ia there being no opposition, the insolvent was ordered to be dis- | ened, if unrelieved, a speedily fatal issue. On the 14th, the 
, | charged. severity of the attack had somewhat abated under treatment, 
a and by the next evening the imminent danger had passed over. 
2 He took nourishment more easily and more freely, but there’ 
Ving under it 5 OF @ surgeon- 
} apethecary-in-chief, styled: “‘ Professor,” besides surgeons or 
. — of the first; second, and third classes. Captains 
§ line-of-battle ships, first-class engineers, first-class commis- 
| 
i 


OBITUARY.—BIRTHS, MARRIAGES, AND DEATHS. 16,1859. 


On the 29th ult,, at St. Phillip’s Church, Salford, John 
peewee to Phebe, daughter of the late Joseph Lang, both 


On the 6th inst., at the Cathedral Church of St. Saviour’s, 


Southwark, Wm. Chapman Moss, M.D., Kesident 
dent of House Lanatic 


expressed it, be 


in his ninety-fourth . studied 


Al 


James M.D. 

A Guide to the Food Collection in the South Kensington 
Edwin Lankester, M.D., F.R.S. 

Adhesive the best Counter-extending Means in Frac- 

tures of the Thigh. By D. Gilbert, M.D., Pennsylvania. 

left | A Comparative Statement of the Medical Services of Her 
a jesty’s Indian and English Armies, as affected by the New 

arraat. 
" Examples of Myeloid Tamour; with General Observations on 
that Form of Growth. By R. P. Howard, M.D., Professor of 
.”’ He “‘ went about continu- | Clinical Medicine, M‘Gill College, Canada. 

te daring his lifetime handed over large | Meliora: a Quarterly Review of Social Gcience. Noa VI. 


endowment of excellent charities. | July, 1859. 
imi of the County Lunatic Asylum at Rainbill. 
Elev 


lum. 
our le ‘Traitement. et. Is Guérison de VAneurieme 


two volumes, published in 
“An Account of the Native Africans in the 
of Sierra Leone.” He i i 


is fixed to take place this day, (Saturday,) at 
the new . Itwasthe 


MANUSCRIPT PAPERS RECEIVED. 


On the Treatment of Scarlatina by Means of Iodine. By 
Wn. 
On Operations 


at Bake Derbyshire, the wife of 
still-born. 


Jaly it was obvious that the change so long impending was | > 

. close at hand. Nothing worthy of the name of nourishment of 

had been taken for twelve days. He was unable to speak, 

A previously he had observed, in his Superinten- 
he had “ nearly arrived;” he Cho Bristol, to- 
extraordinary and unexpected protraction of life, » led | Sarah, only daughter of Isaac Patley,Esq., of High-st., Borough. 

. subsequently to remark, that he never remem- 

so out in his prognosis 

remarkable, in a strong en- DEATHS. 

can a just idea of his singular “ tenacit ife,” on May 

F-RC.S., of diphtheria, after week’ lines, aged 51 

| On the 18th ult., at Brussels, after a long po en 

ness, Wm. Handcock Parkinson, M.D., F.K.C.S., 

English surgeon t 

was, perhaps, the oldest uate regis- Bennett, Assistant-Surgeon. i 

¢ Hedin! Act Ou completing his state, On the 3rd imst., in her 49th year, at the residence of Dr. 

intment of physician to colony of | Royle, Milpthorpe, Westmoreland, Harriet Ann, youngest 

' a ne, which honourable post he held for above four | daughter of the late Col. Atkinson, Shinrone, Ireland. , 

' years. On his return to his native town, he succeeded tothe | _n the 5th inst., at his residence, Wrentham, Suffolk, Alfred : 

. practice of his father, and for upwards of twenty years com- | Harmer, Esq., M.R.C.8. Eng., aged 45. 

manded not only an extensive and lucrative practice, but the 

‘ tice with an fortune about thirty-seven years ago, 

| An accomplished BOOKS, ETC., RECEIVED. 

: scholar, intimately acquainted with the ancient, and most of eo ; { 
the modern languages, in several of which he could converse | An Enquiry into the Curability of Consumption; the Preven- 

’ fluently, he spent several hours a day in his study, as diligent | tion, and the Progress of Improvement in the Treatment. B { 

and as earnest i 

, had missed its m 

; tour te the Con 
cataract affectec 

Ea 

- r t 

un 

st 

» in the 

nd old, 

r the ** 

bd 

‘ is wealth is 

his name 

“ Exegit monumentut pere ima.” 

uUmatlizmai) u ar . ‘esse 

Neighbourhood \ 

of papers in th® Matmourgn Meawcat and Surgical On Syphilis of the Uterus, By Langston Parker, Esq., Bir- 
viz., “ Thoughts on Quarantine and Contagion,” 1828-29, and | mingham. t 

: some articles, entitled, *‘ Medical Facts,” &c. The Englishwoman's Journal. July, 1859. 

The interment 
=— | 
“wish of the that his funeral should be *‘as plain as 
ae consistent with common decency.” There is no ee 
: , however, that the corporation, and other public bodies, 
includiug the seamen of the port, will attend the remains of the ot 
ate lamented Doctor to the grave. 

Hydrocele. By John Dunlop, Esqg., L. R.C.S.1., Craig 
amd mulls, Co. Antrim, Ireland. 
7 | Deaths. A Report of Twenty-two Cases of Diphtheria. .By Edward 7 

B. Bogge, Esq., M.R.C.S.E., Newthorpe. 

BIRTHS. in Relation to Uterine:Pathology. By E. J. 

Peete On Diphtheria. By J. P. M‘Douald, L.B.C.P.Ed., Bristol. 
David Knox, M.D., of On the Prosecution of Quacks and :Irregular Practitioners. 
amen the ee ee — Norfolk; the wife of George By Edwin Lee, Esq. 

Sith salt, Sottage, King’s ‘Kettle, Fife | im Lithotomy and Amputation. By 

. ‘shire, the wife of Robert-Moffat, M.D., of a-daughier. On the New Medical Registration Act of the Legislature of 

‘ Om the 25th ult., at Wiveliscombe, Somersetahire, the wife of New Brunswick. By W. S. Harding, Esq., Registrar, St. 

Wn. M.R.C.S., of a daughter. John’s. 

: Ou'the 2nd inst,, the wife of E. C. Garland, Esq., M.R.C.S.,|" On the Causes atid Treatment of Purulent Ophthalmia in 

of Bilver-street, Yeovil, of a son. . By Edwin Chesshire, Esy., i 

‘On the 1)th inst., at Felling, Gateshead, the wife of Alfred 

seott Gell, Esq., M.k.C.S, Eng., of a son, still-born, On the Treatment of Epididymitis. by 

3 a ; On a Case of Sanguineous Tumour of Labium. By Jas. 

MARRIAGES, Gilmour, M.D., Liverpool. 

On the 23rd ultimo, at Holywell, John H. Wolstenholme, 

Wilke daughter of the late Peter of Paper, and other Articles of Dress, and Orna- 

4 Wi M.D. ment. By Arthur H. 

4 
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NOTICES TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


[JuLy 16, 1859. 


Go Correspondents. 


A Registered Surgeon.—The charge of 7s. 6d, for the Register is, we think, 
wholly unjustifiable. Two shillings would be an ample sum to demand for 


it. A portion of the large sum received by the Medical Council could not be 


than in widely diffusing the Register of the names of 


better 

legally-qualified practitioners at a cheap rate. Doubtless the Home Secre- 
tary will be questioned on this subject in the House of Commons. We hope 
that the profession will button their pockets, and refuse to purchase the 
Register at the exorbitant price now demanded. We repeat that the charge 
for it ought not to exceed two shillings. 
Mr. Ingle.—Yes ; but such a practice is highly improper. With respect to the 
rudeness, the at Somerset House might be addressed. 
Mr. Joseph Williams.—1, Naval medical officers provide their own uniforms, 
—2, The mess expenses are defrayed by the officers themselves.—3. Medical 
officers are put on half-pay when their ships are paid off; but they need 
seldom remain long on half-pay if they desire to serve.—4. Unless on account 
of bad health, medical officers cannot retire under sixty years of age. 

Tue note signed 4 Voice from Sheffeld is libellous. In such a case the facts 
before publication should be accurately investigated, and the statement in 
which they are embodied should be authenticated by the signature of the 


writer. 

Liliam Fator.—It was a contemptible puff ; but probably “William 
Adams, Esq., of the Orthopmdic Hospital,” was in no respect answerable for 
its publication. 
Querist.—1. He could register his qualifications, and recover at law.—2. Yes, 
A Student.—In the “ first year.” 
R. N., (Kent.)—Application may be made at once to the Secretary of the 


Tux oF “Doctor,” 
To the Editor of Tax Lancet. 


Sre,—Dr. when to the proneedings of 
his College, to do so correctly, and without inuendo. His mode of stating 
what oceurred at a recent meeting is not fair either to the College or its Presi- 
dent. What actually took place was as follows:—A Fellow, without notice, 
py whether the ident could state if it were legal for ‘the licentiates of 

the College to assume the title of Doctor? The President answered that, not 

a lawyer, he could not state whether it be legal or not. In no sense can 

ent be fairly said to have “ declined” to answer, inasmuch as he gave 
the only answer he could. It is quite evident that the President was pete in 
o> answer. The title does not assume to be one of law, but 
It stands upon the same footing as the aan —- Doctor usually accorded 
lors of Medicine, as well as to fi and to non-graduated 
of the London A these titles hhas ever been legal, in 
being recognised by law in this . None of them has ever 
in the sense of belay aueenad in violation of law. 
edical Act makes no change in this respect, but whatever it 
d to make wil! affect them al! equally. 
time, Dr. Christison has no more right than an tee ke 
law, or to make recommendations upon the subject. When he 
it should be kept in view, that he speaks, not as a distinguished mem- 
the 7 nor asa ber of the Medical Council, nor as a fellow 
Edin nbarenh ( College, but simply and solely as a Professor of the Univer- 
Edinburg is will also account for his evident animus as regards 
of and their new licentiates. 


I Sir, 
or rmx Rovat Coutxex or Purstcians or 
Edinburgh, July, 1859 

Dr. Ladd, the Honorary Secretary of the London Medical Registration Asso- 
ciation, has requested us to ask for information of any cases in which deaths 
have been registered without a medical certificate of the cause of death, and 
to express a hope that such infi nm, with particulars of the cases, may 
be sent to him at the Offices of the Association, No. 5, Charing-cross. 


Mr. Roberts.—It was in the columns of this journal that the Ready Method of 
Dr. Marshall Hall was first promulgated, (vide Tax Lawcsrt, April 18th, 
1857, p. 413,) as well as all that was published relating to it from the pen of 
the distinguished author. 

A Working Man.—Two drops of creosote in a little water have been recom- 
mended for the purpose of preventing sea-sickness. 

Anglice.—Twenty-five pounds, 

Mr. J. G. Mordey will find a full account of the adulterations of gin in the 
second volume of Tax Lancer for 1854. 


To the Editor of Tux Lancer. 


for New Zealand or Canada ? 


*,° Before we reply to the questions of our correspondent, we 
“to publish them, in the hope that some gentlemen who have al 


Tux publication of the letter of Mr. Wood, of Kenningtos, would render us 
liable to the consequences of an action for libel. If the “ London Registra- 
tion Association” be adequately supported by the profession, the whole gang 
of brutal quacks will be speedily and thoroughly annihilated. It is by means 
of money that the general press is made to serve the vile purposes of the in- 
famous impostors, and it is money that must b» used in the same quarter to 
effect their exposure and destruction. 

M.D. Erlangen.—The Medical Register is already published. 

Ebor, (Sheffield.)— It is confidently stated that the stamp duty will be remitted 
during the present session. 

Dr. Muspratt’s “ Dictionary of Chemistry” has been delayed in consequence of 
the illness of the author. 

Tue paper of Dr. Hassall shall be published next week. 

Inquirer.—The complainant is himself the author of the mischief. He should 
pay the costs. 

Mr. J. Morris, (Mold.)—Yes, he could. 

An Anxious One.—Yes, It is fraught with danger to mind and body, ae 
not be too scrupulously avoided. 

Mr. T. Law.—Quain or Wilson's work on Anatomy, published by Churchill 


Tas New Mepicat 


To the Editor of Tux Lancer. 
from the Medical stration Office. anything be more or 


Regi 

unjust? After having levied black nails to the amount of some thousands of 
pounds from the genera! practitioners of the United Kin, under the plea 
of protecting them from illegal Ree ve and ch but who still 
— their table calling, if possible with more energy than ever, the 
uncil has the conscience to ask us to pay 7s. 6d. for a copy of the Medical 
when it would be only an act of common courtesy and — on ~~ 

part of the medical authorities to supply a copy gratis to every registered 
titioner, as a slight quid pro quo in return for his registration fee Tey do do 
one hope that the profession in a jo est against this fresh act 
of peeui aggrandizemen: exercised by ities, consistent only with 


the pri les of Shy'ock’s character. 
Jn conclusion, permit me to ask 
and which oil 


annually increase ? Sir, faithfa'ly yours, 
B. Avaws, M.B.C.S.L. 


Bungay, Suffolk, July, 1088. 
} 


“ Medical Ww, 


be 
of and four, 7s. 6d., or free, which may be remitted 
Post-office order, 


am, Sir, your most 
“ Crossz Roor#, Clerk.” 


To the Editor of Tax Larcet, 


to advertisement the “ Medical Register” will be published 


the getting up would actually cost. 7s. 6d. per annum (for one w who wishes to 
know “who's who” must have one a is a heavy tax. The Co of 
ton ce list only costs 1s.; and why should the auth rities at the 


of us, when it within easy reech 
Office get a profit out “Tom easy 


Dr. Hassall; Mr. W. Batler, Coleford; Dr. Coghill, Glasgow; Mr. Roope ; 


Mr. C. Mitchell; Mr. Brown, Melrose, (with enclosure ;) Mr. Jay, Acle, 
(with enclosure ;) Mr. Marlow, Bombay, (with enclosure ;) Mr. Nunn, Lynd- 
hurst, (with enclosure ;) Mr. Eady, Chertsey; Mr. Hawkes, Dublin, (with 
enclosure;) Mrs, Barry, Dublin, (with enclosure ;) Mr. Anderson, Inver- 
ness, (with enclosure ;) Mr. Pinching, Walthamstow; Mr.*Way, Stour- 


| 
Tar Lancer, 
q 
| 
| 
it 
i 
uly, 
ef “Srr,—I am directed by the Registrar to acquaint you that the ‘Medical 
. ‘ Register’ for 1859, published pursuant to the Medical Act (1858), is now ready, 
| by 
| Post-office. 
Py 
July, 1359. CONOMIST. 
Communications, Lerrens, &c., have been received from — Dr. W. Budd, 
i } Bristol; Dr. Landor, Southsea; Dr. Wiblin, Southampton; Messrs, Fox and 
Es | Bousfield; Dr. Dunlop, Craig Bushmills, Ireland; Mr. Law, Sheffield; Mr. 
| i W. Reeves, Carlisle; Mr. Woods, Tamworth, (with enclosure ;) Mr, Adams, 
Un Bungay; Mr. Wardleworth, Lowestoft; Dr. Wheatley, Whitehaven ; Dr. 
Fy An Old Assistant.—1. Unless there be a specific agreement to the contrary, Gilmour, Liverpool; Mr. J. Morris, Mold; Mr. Defries; Dr. Bishop, Devon- 
a one month.—2. Yes. port; Mr. Hayward; Mr, D, Walker, Glasgow, (with enclosure ;) Mr. 
; ! Tue request of Dr. W. Budd shall receive attention. Roberts, Liverpool ; Mr. Williams, Manchester ; Mr. Stephens, Grampound ; 
_ bridge; Mr. Dixon, Buxton; Dr. Stobo, Renfrew, (with enclosure;) Mr. 
q Tuckett, Clydach; Mr. Stokoe, Maidstone, (with enclosure ;) Dr. Bond, 
Se Birmingham; Dr. Hodges, Rochford; Miss Bell, Northwich, (with enclo- 
a Alpha.—It is necessary that he should be a member of a College of Surgeons. | te ;) Mr. Jerard, Neath, (with enclosure;) Mr. Johnstone, The Downs, 
Deal, (with enclosure;) Mr. Caldwell, Dreghorn, (with enclosure ;) Mr. 
ag Cotomiat SurGxons. Rogan, Derry, (with enclosure;) Mr. Schofield, Halifax; Mr. Edwards, 
oe PT Crewe; Mr. Watts, Norwich; Mr. Redman, Lincoln; Mr, Payne, Bath ; 
a —I occasionally see the intment of Mr. So-and-so as “ Colonial Veritas, (with enclosure;) A Bengal Medical Officer; A Working Man; 
ont Will pon bate the to intoom What are the Jatros ; Seneetus; A Reformer; A Fellow of the Royal College of Physi- 
a = required of them (colonial surgeons)? 2ndly. Is the post reg oy’ U cians of Edinburgh ; An Old Assistant ; Agricola; Corrumpit Liliam Feetor ; 
One who Hates Quackery; Robert Sawyer; M.D. Erlangen; A Very Old 
required | Subscriber; Querist; An M.R.C.S. and L.S.A, only; N. N., Kent; 8, G. 0.; 
qj : B.C. An Anxious One; Scrutator, M.D. ; A. B. C.; A Looker-on; Aloes Softpaws ; 
a k it right M.D. and the Superintendent of a Lunatic Asylum; Anglice; &e. &c. 
a) ready held | Tae Warrington “Guardian, Chambers’ Edinburgh Journal, the North and 
re- | South Shields Gazette, the Freeman's Journal (Dublin), and the Middlesex 
\ o | specting them, founded on their own practical experience. Chronicle, have been received. 
i 78 


